Back to School:
Our students are
thriving, thanks
to YOU!
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Autumn 2023 | Inside: See pictures & stories from the first day of school!



A Note from our

Chiefl Executive Officer

Dear Little City Family and Friends,

What a wonderful summer it has been at Little City. It is incredible
to think about how much we’ve accomplished in the span of just
a few short months. | have had the privilege of getting to know so
many of the hard-working staff, generous donors and committed
! families over my first summer and they truly are the people who
make all these amazing achievements possible.

One of the true joys of this job is being able to share all the success
you help make happen here at Little City. In this edition of the
Tapestry, you will see just a sample of what has happened over the last few months because of
your support.

Our amazing students returned to school in greater numbers than ever before with a
school record of 43 children to start the year. The school’s THRIVE program will expand to four
classrooms, giving students with the most profound challenges the one-on-one attention they need
in an environment specially designed for them.

While our staff help break barriers in the classroom, our incredible donors helped turn our softball
field into a field of dreams. Local businesses including Midwest Field Solutions, Probat Inc., and
more teamed together to donate more than $30,000 in labor, materials, and equipment to create
a field that is worthy of Little City’s Special Olympics athletes and all the residents and participants
who deserve a recreational space to enjoy the outdoors.

Our volunteers also made a big difference this summer, helping in more ways than we could ever
hope for. From renovating the Center for Employment & Business Opportunities to hosting a Field Day
full of activities for children and just doing the hard and vital work of maintaining and beautifying
the campus, volunteers made a big impact throughout the summer.

The Tapestry
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We are grateful to our state officials and elected representatives who helped secure funding for a
new Community Integrated Living Arrangement that will open in Hoffman Estates. It has truly been
a team effort to make life-changing differences these past few months.

When | first started here, | was told about the special community that really set Little City
apart from the rest. But even so, | was not prepared for what that truly meant. It has been
inspiring and motivating to see just how much people come together over the shared passion
of creating a better future for people with developmental and intellectual disabilities.

| hope you and your families had a wonderful summer. You certainly helped make a memorable
summer here at Little City. Thank you for your continued support of this vibrant community and |
cannot wait to see what we accomplish together during the rest of 2023!

Sincerely,
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.. A New school year signals an
opportunity for all to learn!

It had been 10 years since brothers Nick and Eddie (pictured together, top right) had the chance
to experience a first day of school.

That changed on Aug. 8th when the brothers walked through the doors of Little City’s ChildBridge
Center for Education with smiles on their faces and ready to learn. Nick and Eddie are just
two of the record-setting 43 students attending the ChildBridge Center in the 2023-24
school year, a substantial increase from the 28 students who attended last school year.

Like many of the students at the school, Nick and Eddie struggled to find a learning environment
where they could grow and succeed. A difficult personal situation led them to being home-
schooled for many years, but after moving back to the area in 2022, Little City quickly emerged
as the best solution.

“They had been out of school for so long that when they first tried York High School’s special
education program last year, it wasn’t working out”, said ChildBridge Center Principal, Phil
Siegel. “When they came here late last year they adjusted so well and you could see the
potential right away. It’s great they could have a first day of school this year and have the
benefit of a full school year here.”

While Nick will be in the high school program, Eddie will enter the transitional program as he
nears his 20" birthday, getting ready to learn the vocational and life skills that can set him
up for success in adult programming. But the school has more than just the high school and
transitional programs in full swing.

A record 12 elementary-aged students will start the year at ChildBridge while another
record four THRIVE classrooms will be utilized during the year.

The THRIVE program is what sets the ChildBridge Center apart from other schools as the only
program in lllinois that serves students with the most profound challenges, both educationally
and residentially. The debut of the program was a huge success in its pilot run last year, helping
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multiple students move to less restrictive
environments and gain more independence.

Phil said that, as the school reaches record
growth, they are looking for more ways to
use the space and increase engagement. New
features this year will include expanded use of
Smartboard technology for students to have
hands-on experiences; a full year of swimming
as part of the adaptive physical education
(which provides noticeable emotional and
mental benefits along with physical exercise); and weaving in the ACE curriculum that is specially
designed to meet each student at their own learning level and pace.

“This is the kind of place we are and the kind of place we want to be. One where all
students have the opportunity to learn and grow because we truly believe all students
can do so,” Phil said. “Like with Nick and Eddie, we are proving there is a place for
them where they can be among their peers and have their first back-to-school day in
10 years.”

With the unprecedented growth happening at the ChildBridge Center for Education, we continue
to ask for your generous support today to continue expanding our educational programs and
welcome more students in need.

The unprecedented growth at the ChildBridge Center for Education
is why we continue to ask for your generous support today. With

your help, these transformational educational programs will
continue to expand for even more students in need.
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Students THRIVE Wh

a unique pr()gram!

*The following was written by ChildBridge Center for Education Principal, Phil Siegel*

Little City has been a vibrant community for individuals with disabilities for more than 60 years
and what makes it vibrant is what you do to help innovate our mission and continually meet the
growing needs of those we serve.

Your latest vibrant innovation? The Little City THRIVE program (Teaching, Healing, Realizing
Individual Victories Everyday) - a first of its kind in the state of lllinois!

Launched in August 2022, this program is designed to help students who are most severely
challenged with behaviors that prevent them from fully accessing their educational potential.
These students previously would have been sent out of state because no school in lllinois would
take them. But they have found a home at Little City

Our THRIVE program is providing an academic and residential home for students who are
discovering that they can reach their unique potential.

What makes the THRIVE program work? It starts with specially designed classrooms that
allow the full focus to be on each individual. Instead of eight to 10 students in each classroom,
THRIVE classrooms are limited to four students. Instead of a single classroom, two classrooms
share a door with one room primarily for academics and the other for sensory needs. Just these
two basic changes help create an environment where each student feels safe and can learn at
their own pace.

Each THRIVE classroom is also staffed by multiple team members with different skills
and abilities. Each classroom with four students has five paraprofessionals, a specially
certified teacher and a full therapy team that includes behavioral, communication and
more. With the large space and the large staff, we can work through the behaviors in a
more complete, full way than is possible in other environments. Instead of immediately

stopping a behavior, staff can safely allow
the student to work through the behavior
and better understand what caused it and
how to prevent it in the future.

We have already seen success in the program with students like Brady. In Brady’s case,
a combination of maladaptive behaviors and dependency on tablet usage hurt his ability
to learn, transition, and interact with staff and students. He spent 2022 in the THRIVE
program and exceeded all expectations. His growth led him to being placed in one of our
least restrictive classrooms for the 2023 school year where he is poised to learn and grow
at an even greater rate thanks to the life-changing transformations he achieved in the
THRIVE program.

Consistent assessments help determine if a
student is eligible for the THRIVE program. And
just as importantly, assessments throughout
the year determine whether a student is ready
to move on from THRIVE into one of our less
restrictive environments later in the year.

Brady’s independence, academic stamina, and ability to transition without issue have all
substantially increased thanks to his year spent in the THRIVE program.

And because of your support, this vital program has expanded from eight students to 12 students
in the 2023-24 school year — helping provide this vital educational program to more students who
need and deserve it to reach their unique potential.

These students, who would otherwise be sent out of state or denied entry into a school setting,
now have the chance to learn and grow among peers and realize their full potential, thanks to you!



Litt]e City gets
Field of Dreams

It was the summer of softball at Little City as the Palatine campus received a huge renovation that
transformed the old field into a true diamond!

Elk Grove-based Midwest Field Solutions spearheaded the ambitious project, donating
more than $30,000 worth of material, labor, and equipment to turn a field that had
become overgrown with broken fences and benching into a pristine field with fresh sand,
new benches, and a repaired backstop and surrounding fencing.

Jonathan Mueller and Chris Nielsen of Midwest Field Solutions made the dream a reality by
repurposing material from Niles North High School, donating a special blend of infield dirt material
that usually costs $3,500 a load and connecting with other local businesses to make their vision
a reality. Nielsen’s commitment to the project became a family affair, connecting with his mother
who works at Probat Inc., which donated new dugout benches for the athletes.

Nielsen also connected with colleagues at the Chicago Cubs grounds crew who donated field
equipment, and friends at Werner Co. Professional Brands, which donated two Better Built
equipment boxes for storage behind home plate.

“I don’t think there could have been a more fulfilling opportunity,” Nielsen said. “The players and
the residents here, seeing their enthusiasm when they come out and see it, it has been an uplifting
and wonderful experience. | can’t say enough about Little City and all they do for the betterment
of the residents here. I’m just super grateful to be part of it.”

The new field was officially opened with a grand opening event in June that drew dozens of staff,
donors and plenty of residents who watched the Little City Special Olympics team take the field.
Pre-game ceremonies included special recognition of all the donors who made the renovation

Interested in helping our athletes grow their skills on - and off - the field?

Join our Special Olympics team as a volunteer! Contact Elideth Vazquez Martinez
at evazquezmartinez@littlecity.org for more information.

possible, a ribbon-cutting ceremony, and a special rendition of the national anthem by longtime
resident Jerry Rose.

Little City Chief Executive Officer Marie Newman said the field is not only a beautiful place where
Little City participants and athletes will create memories for years to come, but a symbol of what
can be accomplished with community support.

“Itis inspiring to see our local businesses commit so much to our mission and help create a better
place to learn, grow, and play for our residents and athletes,” Newman said. “We could not be
more grateful for Midwest Field Solutions and all the people who made this field a reality. They
went above and beyond and you can see the joy they brought in all the faces of our residents.”

But the dreaming didn’t stop there. Last month, dozens of volunteers from Zurich came to campus
to continue transforming our Field of Dreams!

Volunteers rolled up their sleeves and went to work clearing out over sixty feet of brush, trees, and
weeds to expand the outfield. They trimmed trees around the field and our playground on campus,
mulched behind the backstop and most of Little City Drive - and continued to ask, “What more can
we do?” This field was truly built through community and we’re so grateful!”
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1.CI Golf Classic raises

funds to support residents

More than 160 golfers came together for the 2023 Little City Invitational to raise money that will
help Little City’s aging residents receive the vital renovations they need to live in their homes safely
and comfortably for years to come.

One of Chicagoland’s longest-running charitable golf outings, the Little City Invitational
once again drew a great crowd thanks to the beautiful Twin Orchard Country Club in Long
Grove, which provided a fantastic day of golf, gourmet offerings, and a luxurious space for
both a silent and live auction.

The June 19" event was blessed with beautiful weather and was the first opportunity for new Little
City Chief Executive Officer Marie Newman to see what makes this annual event, celebrating its
60" anniversary in 2023, so special.

“It was fantastic to see the energy and passion everyone had for Little City and it was amazing to
hear stories of people who first learned of Little City through this event and come back year after
year,” Marie said. “We have a wonderful host here at Twin Orchard Country Club and dedicated
sponsors and committee members who go above and beyond to make this event special. You can
see why it is celebrating 60 years of success.”

With the day’s focus on helping residents secure needed renovations in their homes,
there was no better person to honor with the Morrie Kellman Humanitarian Award than
Housh Khoshbin. Housh’s Construction Company first started with Little City when they
were selected to renovate the Ethel B. & Joel H. Sharenow Fitness & Recreation Center,
creating an all-purpose activity space that allows for athletics, skill-building classes, and
recreational activities.

Since that project, Housh has made life-changing differences for adults and children alike, going
above and beyond to create the most dynamic and safest homes possible. Not only has he played a
vital role in maintaining and improving Little City’s community-based homes, but he also continues
to play a key role in the development and construction of the Duffey Family Children’s Village.
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Crystal Valley, Little City’s Assistant Director
of Adult Residential Services, addressed
the crowd of donors and golfers, sharing
her firsthand experience from years
of working in the homes and the life-
changing difference LCI attendees could
make by supporting these improvements.

“During my time at the homes, | have seen
firsthand how important safe and flexible
environments are for our residents. As
they age and their needs change, our
homes must be able to change with them  LCI’s Presenting Sponsor, Tim Ward, CEO of

and meet those needs,” Crystal said. “These  TTSG, GSD Technologies and 20Twenty Design,
houses are truly homes to our residents. acknowledges the attendees during the evening
It is where their friends, memories, and program of the 60" Annual Golf Classic.
cherished moments live. By helping support

these vital improvements, you give our Little City residents more years in the homes they have
come to love.”

Thank you to everyone for making the Little City Invitational a huge success once again and making
a life-changing difference for our adult residents!

Want to join us at our next signature event? You don’t have
to wait long! Get your tickets now to our 2023 Poker
Tournament & Casino Night on October 20™ at the Bank

of America Tower in Chicago and go ALL IN for individuals
with disabilities. Register or consider sponsoring the event
at wwwi.LittleCity.org/Poker




Be a champion for
individuals with disabilities!

When you join Little City’s Circle of Love, it is not just about

,&de C,: what you do today . . . it’s about what you can do all year
O .. ’e‘ long for individuals with disabilities!
( I \ Making a monthly donation is more than just a recurring gift
O — you become a champion for hundreds of individuals
\Q at Little City!
Cle of ‘)
~ Ny

« You help sustain the daily life-changing programs and services that are enabling individuals to
grow and learn every day.

« You enable hundreds to challenge their limits and far exceed their unique potential all year long.

« You reduce administrative and overhead expenses, helping you have more impact with your
recurring donation.

« You give the best gift of all...a lifetime filled with opportunities and success for
individuals with disabilities!

Please consider joining the Circle of Love today and including this mission in your list of
subscriptions — be a champion for individuals with disabilities for just $15 or $25 a month!

Be a champion for individuals with disabilities - join the Circle of Love!

Start a monthly donation today at www.LittleCity.org/Monthly
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In Loving Memory:
Wayne Mazurek

On July 28", one of Little City’s earliest residents and most celebrated artists, Wayne Mazurek,
passed away at the age of 80. Wayne first came to Little City in 1965 and lived here for more than
50 years, becoming a good friend to countless residents and staff and emerging as one of the most
successful artists Little City’s Center for Arts ever produced.

Known as Sir Wayne for his love of medieval history, he lived up to his nickname as his chivalry was
only matched by his artistic talent. Whether holding the door or kissing the back of a hand to greet
a lady, Wayne extended every courtesy to all. Vince Williams, Vocational Services Coordinator, said
Wayne’s personality was magnetic and he became friends with everyone.

“Sir Wayne the Viking was so smooth and cool,” Vince said. “He loved everyone and they all loved
him. The ladies loved him.”

Wayne became famous for his artwork of cars, space travel, and all forms of transportation. He
had a genuine passion for vehicles and creating new concepts. He was a devoted attendee of the
annual auto show in Chicago and even inspired some automobile designers with his unique art,
including a taillight design that went into production at Cadillac.

His work gained international attention and was displayed in galleries throughout the country, even
as far as Alaska. In 2013, he was featured in the documentary “Share My Kingdom” with fellow
Little City artists Harold Jeffries and Luke Tauber. The film premiered at the Gene Siskel Film Center
in Chicago and was later screened at multiple museums and film festivals around the country.

Wayne was one of the first residents at Little City and his family played a vital role in growing Little
City from essentially two buildings on the Palatine campus to what it is today. Wayne’s brother John
said that Little City was special not only to Wayne but the entire family, and gave Wayne a lifetime
of opportunities, friendships, and experiences he would have otherwise missed out on.

“He was glad to share what he had with everybody. If you ever walked up to him, the first thing
he ever wanted to do was show you his artwork,” John said. “That’s what gave him happiness.”

Everyone at Little City extends their heartfelt condolences to the Mazurek family and the countless
friends Wayne made during his unforgettable time at Little City.
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JOIN US FOR THE 4™ ANNUAL HERO WALK!
Saturday, September 30, 2023 | Busse Woods | Elk Grove Village, IL

LITTLE CITY'S

Register (FREE) for the 4™ Annual Hero Walk!
Sign-up today and walk with the heroes of Little
City on a leisurely stroll through scenic Busse
Woods and help celebrate 64 years of creating
hope and changing the lives of individuals with
disabilities, along with other Little City friends

"E Ro WALK and families! The family-friendly event will
include lunch, yard games, activities, music,

and more!

Register and get your EXCLUSIVE Hero Walk t-shirt today:
www.LittleCity.org/herowalk2023

Community Partners

Thank you to the following funders
for their generous grants that support
the work and mission of Little City.
The below referenced grants were
awarded/received between March 1
and July 31, 2023:

« Elk Grove Township
« Township of Schaumburg

Helping Hands

Little City extends its appreciation to
the following groups and individuals
for their recent volunteer work with us
since March 2023:

« Barrington Township
« Barrington Junior Women'’s Club
« \lernon Township

- DCEO « Joliet Township
« Shapiro Foundation
« Vlillage of Grayslake

« Duly Charitable Fund
« DCFS Program

« Palatine Township
« Wheeling Township
« Westfield’s Legacy of Caring

« RIN Foundation
« Citi Foundation

« BlueCross BlueShield of lllinois « Omron

« Vlistex « Assurance
« Perdoceo « Citi

« Discover

4 A

DAY OF GIVING — DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT!
Monday, October 1, 2023 | www.LittleCity.org/DayofGiving

Celebrate Little City’s 64" anniversary and this vibrant community that you have helped create!
For 1,959 minutes starting on October 1st at 6am until 2pm on October 2", help us support this
mission by raising essential funds — enabling the thousands of individuals with disabilities we
serve together to reach their unique potential for a lifetime!

And to help celebrate another year of changing lives, Little City’s Board of Directors will
match every dollar you give - DOUBLING YOUR IMPACT!

GO ALL IN AT THE 2023 POKER TOURNAMENT & CASINO NIGHT!
Friday, October 20, 2023 | Bank of America Tower | Chicago, IL

Join us for the hottest Texas Hold ‘Em tournament and casino games in Chicago and help raise
vital funds and awareness to build Little City’s mission for children and adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities! Every ticket to the high-end event includes an all-night gourmet buffet
from Gibson’s and premium drinks.

Grab your seat NOW and learn more about sponsorship opportunities
at www.LittleCity.org/Poker

ANNUAL DINNER GALA
Saturday, April 6, 2024 | The Fairmont Hotel | Chicago, IL

Join us as we honor and celebrate our deep history of providing hope and opportunity for
children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities at our elegant Annual
Dinner Gala, this year at The Fairmont! More info to come soon!

615" ANNUAL LCI GOLF CLASSIC

Monday, June 17,2024 | Twin Orchard Country Club | Long Grove, IL

Join us for one of the signature charity events of the summer, the Little City Invitational Golf Classic!
Come out to Twin Orchard Country Club in Long Grove for a day of golf while assisting Little City

in raising much-needed awareness and funds for children and adults with autism and other
intellectual and developmental disabilities. More info to come soon!
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