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MESSAGE FROM 
OUR DIRECTOR
AMY BOARD, MSW, LCSW, DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNITY-BASED CLINICAL SERVICES

Happy New Year, Little City Families & Staff! As we kick-
off 2025, I want to take a moment to reflect on the 
incredible success of our holiday gift drive. Thanks to the 
overwhelming generosity of our donors, we were able 
to bring joy and warmth to so many of the kids in our 
program. Whether it was a toy, a warm piece of clothing for 
the winter, or a gift card for some post-holiday shopping, 
you made sure that each child felt seen, valued, and loved. 
It’s moments like these that remind us of the power of 
community and how much we can accomplish when we 
come together.  

As we move into the new year, it’s a great time to set some 
positive goals – both for ourselves and for the children 
we support. Whether it’s focusing on our own self-care, 
strengthening communication between each other, or 
simply finding moments of connection in our busy lives, 
let’s approach 2025 with intention and optimism. After all, 

WHAT’S NEW
These past few months have been filled with fun, 
celebrations, and much to be thankful for!  We held 
our Annual Gift Drive, which was made possible by 
our incredible donors, hardworking staff, and selfless 
volunteers. We have also continued to add to our 
team – we have welcomed 6 new staff members! 

Our Clinical Team remains hard at work preparing 
to offer additional services to more members of our 
community. Check out our Event Recaps on the next 
page to see what we’ve been up to and keep an eye 
out for some fun-filled upcoming events!   

LITTLE CITY FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION PROGRAM

FOSTERING
FUTURES

W I N T E R  2 0 2 5  E D I T I O N

this work can be challenging, but it’s also full of growth, 
hope and small victories. And maybe we’ll all find a little 
more balance this year – because we all know that’s 
something we can always use more of, right?  

Here’s to a year filled with even more moments that 
remind us why this work matters. Let’s make 2025 a 
year that counts!  



2

EVENT RECAP

JOLIET PRIDEFEST

SOCIAL SKILLS GROUPS

We attended the annual Joliet Pridefest back in September to 
celebrate our community and show our support! It was a hot 
day, but we had a fun time, and we met a lot of great members 
of the Joliet and surrounding communities. We can’t wait to get 
back out there this summer!   

Our Clinical Team offered two sessions of Social Skills Groups 
– one in October and one in January. These sessions are free 
and led by our clinical staff. They focus on age-appropriate skills 
including learning boundaries, taking turns, building empathy, 
and encouraging positive interactions. We are already planning 
our next session in a few months, so stay tuned! 
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THANK YOU DONORS

SKATING EVENT

Addison Ross
Adrianna Florian
Allison Finn & Family
Allstate Grant
Ally Rufo
Amanda Moorhead
Amy & Abby Board
Amy Leigeber
Amy Williamson
Amy Zolla
Arielle Chagdes
Barb Fibich & Scott Fink
Bonnie
Brenda Bright
Brian Hagan (JNAM)
Brittany Andress
Carrol Fibich
Cathal
Chad Beaty
Chad ChiTownTex (PPM)
Chloe, Tamara and Tony
Porfirio
Christin Richter
Coeur Mining
Colby Conn
Colleen P. McDermott (PPM)
Courtney Baron
Courtney Geyer
Cute as a Cupcake
Cynthia
Dan Acheson
Daniel Cagney & Family
Daniel LePre
Daniel P. Cagney (PPM)
Dave DeMeo
Deanna Stacy
Debby Gurfinkel
Deborah Danner

We held our annual Winter Break Skating Event in early January 
at the MLK Skating Center. Over 40 youth, caregivers, and staff 
came together and skated the winter blues away. It was a great 
way to spend a chilly day during holiday break! We are planning 
another event for foster families and youth in the next few 
months, so keep an eye on your email.   

Debra M. Clamage
DJ Terrance
Doreen C. Oleszczuk
Dr. W.E. Scott
Dustin Gahimer (PPM)
Elizabeth Epstein
Elizabeth Severyns
Ellen Zemel
Emily Kenna
Emily Stanislaus
Eric Diaz
Eric Stallworth, Jr.
Erin Stelljes
Eva Chagdes
Frank Lux
Fred Welker (PPM)
Gabriel Duran (JNAM)
Garett (JNAM)
Gayle Gerke (PPM)
Giorgiana (PPM)
Greg (PPM)
Greg Burns
Greg Moldovanyi
Heather Ritter
Holly Wathan (PPM)
Isabella & Allen Largin
Jackson National Asset 
Management
Janice & Pat Board
Jarrett R. Gregory (JNAM)
Jason Brock (PPM)
Jay Miller (JNAM)
Jeff Julian
Jen Jahnke
Jess & Ryan Needham
Jill (Styles 4 Kidz)
Jill Thomas
Jim Rawsky

JNAM - FA Bulls
JNAM Accounting Team
JNAM Legal &  
Compliance Team
Joe Bass & Suzanne Scanlon
John Penicook (PPM)
Joliet Junior Woman’s Club
Jordan Chappel
Josh Przybyla
Julia Zimmer
Julie A Bruzek (PPM)
Julie Stamm
Kali Haltenhoff
Karen S Kiern
Kathryn Landuyt (PPM)
Kathryn S. Shrader (PPM)
Kathryn Sawa
Kathy Gowgiel
Kelly Kuby
Kelly Norris
Kelly
Kelsey Gordon
Kevin Frank
Kimberly Blecha
Kimberly Cole
Kimberly Donahue
Koreen Ryan
Kristin Laufenberg
Laur Szkatulski
Laura Agran
Lauren Henderson (ICOY)
Lauren Reenders
Lauren Rickels
Lauri Green
Lester Long
Linda Egner
Linda Fibich & Bill Lawrence
Lisa Benkowski (JNAM)

Lisa G.
Lorraine Accettura (JNAM)
Marcia Pozen
Margaret Cagney
Maria Berry
Mark J. Lyons (PPM)
Mark Nerud
Martha Cerda-Babbington
Martha Kapeghian
Mary Pat Becker
Mary Vaccaro (PPM)
Mary Villarreal
MaryKate Phelan
Matt Fibich
Matthew Elsener
Maureen Brennan
Maureen Largin
Melissa Kelly
Mia (JNAM) 
Michael (PPM)
Michael Kennedy (PPM)
Mike Harrington (PPM)
Mike Laskowski
Monica DeBartolo
Nancy Penning
Nandini Koimattur
Nicole (JNAM)
Nora B. Platt (JNAM)
Ogechi Nwachukwu
Pam Storey
Patty Fibich-Warner
Peter Barsi
Pink Heals Joliet Area Chapter
PPM America
Rachael L
Randi Blume
Richard Rodes (PPM)
Rico Hampton

Rina Kozlowski
Robert Backes (PPM)
Rod Brant
Ross & Shawna Pearson
Ryan Spalding (JNAM)
Salomon Landa (JNAM)
Sandra Zare
Sara Doyle
Sara E Grassi
Sarah Daniels (ICOY)
Scott A.
Sean Moran
Shannon & Jason Egeland
Shar Peponis
Shavon (Styles 4 Kidz)
Sheila Phelan
Shelley Estes
Sierra Gipson
Smiling Face Face Paint
Stacie Ross
Steven Katz
Susan DaMario
Susan Perrino
Teresa Backes
The Great Boodini
The Tisdahl Family
Thomas  & Ann Marie
Thomas Murphy (JNAM)
Tiffany Staresinich
Tim Desmond
Tina Clipfell
Tori Kramer (PPM)
Tori VanderHart
Truman Ross
Victoria Gallegos
Victory City Church
Whitney Gawenda
Williamson/ Zolkowski Family  



LICENSING
2025 TRAINING TUESDAYS:
Trainings are offered the 2nd Tuesday of every month 
(TRAINING CREDITS PROVIDED) 
11am - 1pm via ZOOM | 6pm - 8pm via ZOOM 
Foster Parent Panels (First Session: March 18, 6pm - 8pm)

LCF MONTHLY TRAINING FOSTER PARENT 2024:
JANUARY: FIP/Medication Management 
FEBRUARY: What is Trauma? 
MARCH: Adoption Panel 
APRIL: Behavioral Techniques – What’s New? 
MAY: Applied Behavioral Analysis/Setting Expectations & Managing 
Behaviors 
JUNE: Developmental Milestones   
JULY: No Training    
AUGUST: Educational Advocacy: IEPs, 504s, and School Setting Supports  
SEPTEMBER:  Supporting the Individual Differences of Youth in Our Care 
OCTOBER: Proactive Strategies and Managing Crisis 
NOVEMBER: Adoption Panel: Understanding Adoption  
DECEMBER: Holidays! (No Training)

QUARTERLY TRAININGS:
PRE-SERVICE: January/April/July/October 2025, via Zoom 
CPR/FIRST AID | IN-PERSON: 2nd Saturday of every month by 
appointment  
CPI | ONLINE/ZOOM: 4th Saturday of every month by appointment

RSVP FOR TRAININGS:
FosterCareTraining@littlecity.org or Licensing@littlecity.org

CLINICAL
As you may remember, we are so excited to report that we have been 
awarded a large grant to expand our clinical service offerings and 
improve our clinical office space. This will allow us to offer additional 
prevention, intervention, and aftercare mental and behavioral health 
services to youth and their families. We have secured a suite in our 
Chicago office building and are currently working on preparing it for 
client use. We are hiring additional clinical staff to meet the increasing 
needs of our community.

We continue to offer our monthly virtual Foster Parent Support 
Groups. These are led by one of our clinical supervisors and focus on 
a different topic each month. These are a great way to get support and 
advice from other foster parents who really understand what you are 
going through. If you need information about how to join the next one, 
ask any of our staff. Foster Parent Support Groups meet on the  
4th Thursday of every month from 6:30-8:30.

Our Clinical Team also continues to offer Social Skills Groups every 
few months. These are free to attend and are led by members of our 
clinical team. They provide our youth with important social skills and 
other tools, all while being fun and interactive! If you think a youth in 
your home would benefit from attending our next session, please ask a 
member of our staff for the information.  

CASE MANAGEMENT 
We are proud to report that we have a placement stability rate of 
95%, which means fewer moves and placement changes, and a higher 
likelihood of success for our youth. This is due to the hard work of our 
caregivers and staff to ensure that our youth are remaining in their 
homes even when things get rocky. We continue to work hard to license 
our relative caregivers, as well as recruit and license non-relative  
foster parents in order to continue to provide supportive homes for  
all of our youth. 

FOSTER PARENT RECRUITMENT
Virtual Information Sessions – Little City continues to host monthly 
Prospective Foster Parent Information Sessions as well as one-on-one 
sessions as needed.

Referral Incentive – If you are a licensed foster parent, you will receive 
a $1000 Referral Bonus if you refer someone to us who becomes a 
licensed foster parent and takes a placement. Email foster@littlecity.
org for more information!

We are always looking for partnerships and donors. Remember, there 
are many ways to support youth in foster care – become a volunteer, a 
donor, a mentor, a respite provider, or a foster parent! Contact us at  
Foster@LittleCity.org to learn more!

PROGRAM UPDATES

SCAN THE QR CODE 
TO VIEW OUR 2024 
FOSTER PARENT LAW 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

SCAN THE QR CODE TO LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
OR VISIT OUR FCAD PAGE ON LITTLECITY.ORG

CHICAGO OFFICE
700 N. Sacramento Blvd, Suite 201
Chicago, IL 60612
P: 773.265.1539

MATTESON OFFICE
600 Town Center Road, Suite 350
Matteson, IL 60443
P: 331.276.5080

JOLIET OFFICE
116 N Chicago Street, Suite 301
Joliet, IL 60432
P: 331.276.5078
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PERMANENCY
Our Permanency Team supported 3 adoptions in September, 10 
adoptions in December, and 1 adoption in January. Year-to-date, our 
Permanency Team has assisted with 35 permanencies, which includes 
youth returning home, guardianship, and adoption. Their work is vital 
to all that we do and we are so grateful for them! They also led our 
annual Adoption Panel training in November, which was a success.   


