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As we reflect on the past year, we are filled with 
immense pride and gratitude for the incredible 
journey we continue at Little City. This year has been 
nothing short of extraordinary, marked by significant 
achievements, growth, and innovation. 

We have successfully launched several new initiatives 
that have not only expanded our reach but also 
strengthened our position in the market. Our 
team's dedication and hard work have resulted 
in remarkable milestones, including celebrating 
65 years of service at Little City and 50 years at 
the Dorothy Rose Horticulture Center. We also 
completed the Duffey Family Children’s Village last 
year, concluding a 10-year journey to establish six 
state-of-the-art homes for youth with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities (I/DD). These 
accomplishments are a testament to our collective 
effort, unwavering commitment to excellence, and 
your support. 

We also introduced Life in Motion, a private-pay 
recreational service for young adults with I/DD, which 
has been a significant addition to our offerings. Our 
successful annual gala, Little City Invitational (LCI) 
golf outing, and Hero Walk were highlights of the 
year, bringing our community together and raising 
essential funds for our programs. Moreover, this 
spring we will expand our community mental health 
services with a new behavioral health clinic in our 
Chicago office, furthering our mission to support 
those in need.  

Our advocacy at both the state and federal levels 
remains strong. We are working hard to ensure our 
voices are heard on issues such as the transition to 
adult living arrangements funding for youth aged 
22+, DSP wages, federal funding, and more.  

Our incredible group of supporters and donors, the 
Little City team, our Board of Directors, Board of 
Advisors, volunteers, and community partners all 
combine to make our mission possible. Your support 
and camaraderie have been truly inspiring, and we 
are grateful for each one of you who has contributed 
to making this year so special. Together, we ensure 
that the people we serve are better off because of 
our work. 

As we look ahead, we are excited about the 
opportunities that lie before us. Together, we will 
continue to push boundaries, innovate, and achieve 
even greater heights. We will fulfill our vision of 
ensuring that every individual we empower has the 
opportunity to be included in their community, have 
meaningful friendships, and build the skills they need 
to thrive. I am confident that with our shared vision 
and determination, the coming year will be even 
more remarkable.

Thank you for your hard work, dedication, and 
passion. Let's celebrate our successes and look 
forward to an exciting future at Little City. 

Sincerely,  

Rich Bobby
Chief Executive Officer
Little City

Greg Burns
Chair
Little City Board of Directors

DEAR LITTLE CITY

FRIENDS,
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Chrissy felt the bar was set too high. In fact, Chrissy 
did not want the bar at all.  

Though she had been part of Little City’s powerlifting 
team for some years, Chrissy (pictured left) never 
found much success. She had both physical and 
mental barriers when it came to lifting, especially 
when faced with the intimidating bench press.  

“At first she wouldn’t even try to grip the bar for 
the bench press because she was so worried she 
wouldn’t be able to support it,” said Michael Cusick, 
Little City Director of Innovation Services and 
Special Olympics head coach. “We had to really 
work with her to get her to try and show her how 
the modifications could help.” 

Slowly but surely, Chrissy overcame her concerns 
and trusted her abilities. A special strap helped 
Chrissy keep her wrists in the proper place and 
she started to gain confidence in her physical 
capabilities. And once Katlyn Shute, recreational 
therapist, joined the team to focus on the women 
athletes, Chrissy overcame her mental barriers and 
her confidence grew significantly.  

Michael said a special relationship quickly 
blossomed between the two and Chrissy  
really started to push herself and make  
incredible progress.  

“I am so proud of Chrissy and how she has 
challenged her limits,” Katlyn said. “She really loves 
to compete, she is an amazing teammate, and the 
first person to offer support in any way she can.” 

The progress Chrissy made in 2024 could be seen 
in the results. After going years without ever 
medaling in powerlifting, Chrissy won three gold 
medals at the regional competition and followed 
it up with three more gold medals at the Illinois 
Special Olympics Summer Games. Her six golds over 
the two main competitions led all women on the 
team and contributed to the continued dominance 
Little City’s powerlifting team has become known 
for over the years at the state tournament.  

Chrissy’s golds all resulted in personal bests on 
the bench press, deadlift, and combination, which 
adds the two totals.  

While the results were a memorable milestone for 
Chrissy the athlete, Michael said the real victory is 
in the progress she made as a person. 

Programs like Little City’s Special Olympics take 
the competition seriously, but it is even more 
important to show how people with developmental 
disabilities can overcome not just the limitations 
and expectations of others, but the limitations they 
put on themselves.  

Michael said there is no better example of Chrissy’s 
growth than in her relationship with her teammate 
Katie (pictured right). The two housemates are best 
of friends and have used their trust in each other to 
encourage and push each other. As a result, Katie 
also earned her first gold medal as a member of 
the Little City powerlifting team in 2024.  

“Katie is a really great athlete and is capable of some 
incredible things,” Michael said. “I think Chrissy 
played a big part in getting some of that potential 
out of Katie and really the whole team." 

"Chrissy has definitely 
become a big leader and 
cheerleader for everyone. 
She gets more excited 
about her teammates’ 
accomplishments than 
her own.” 
The relationship is on full display even in the 
smallest moments. As Katie and Chrissy prepared 
to take a picture for this story, Chrissy noticed Katie 
forgot her medals, immediately gave Katie some of 
her own and gave her a hug while reminding her 
she is her best friend.  

Every year, Little City athletes discover new 
potential, life-changing relationships, and 
memorable moments because of your support. 
Thanks to you, Chrissy and Katie are working to hit 
new heights in 2025 in the weight room and in life.  

LITTLE CITY, BIG

VICTORY.
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Nicole was going to sabotage her student.

As a Board-Certified Behavior Analyst, Nicole 
was the first person from Little City’s Center for 
Education to see David in action when she went 
for an observation day at his home school district. 
She could see right away he needed routine and 
anything that threw off his schedule would cause 
behaviors and even aggression.

So when David came to the Center for Education in 
June 2023, Nicole made sure David had a schedule. 
And then made sure it wasn’t always followed.

“We tried to sabotage his 
schedule early on just to see 
how he handled it. We wanted 
to work through those barriers 
right away,” Nicole said. “And 
he ended up making a ton of 
progress in the first few months 
he was here.”

David made so much progress that he ended up 
being one of the quickest turnarounds the school 
has experienced in years. He arrived in June 2023 
and said goodbye to Little City in December 2024 
as he moved on to the special education program 
at his local high school.

Nicole said staff at the Center for Education provide 
every student with a highly individualized approach 
that helps them work toward the least restrictive 
environment, whether that is a return to their 
home school district or simply becoming more 
independent at Little City’s school.

For David, it was clear he had the potential to return 
to his home school district and that challenging 
him early and often would turn his weakness into 
his comfort zone.

“If you know something will trigger a behavior  
in a student, you sometimes want to draw that  
out on purpose so they experience it and 
you can begin to show them how to regulate 
emotion and respond in a different and more 

productive way,” Nicole said. “David had a 
lot of rigidity and couldn’t handle changes in 
his schedule. He had some aggression when 
he first started, but the more we gave him  
those hiccups in his schedule, the more he learned  
how to adapt.”

After one year at Little City’s school, David 
was already showing incredible progress and 
independence. Though many students have one-
to-one aides at the school, that is not something 
they would receive at their home school district. 
David started doing simple things like going from 
the bus to the classroom without an aide. While it 
made him nervous at first, he was able to do it and 
soon rarely needed an aide at all.

Nicole said there was one incident near 
the end of his time at the school when she  
knew David was ready for his home school district. 
The class was getting loud and off schedule one day 
and she could see David getting upset. But before 
he let it grow, he calmed down, requested a break 
and was able to go for a short walk to reset. Seeing 
him work through that process without any help 
was a major breakthrough and difference from 
when he first started.

Nicole said his visit to his local high school went 
incredibly well as he was clearly excited about 
everything around him and was even actively social 
with the other students. David had his last day at 
Little City at the end of December and has since 
found success in his new high school.

Nicole said that the school’s program where a gen-
ed student buddies with David for lunch, gym, and 
after-school activities will be especially helpful for 
David as he learns quickly and is able to model 
behaviors.

Bre Reveley, Assistant Principal at the Center for 
Education, said David is the kind of success story 
they strive for with every student.

“The goal is always to work toward the least 
restrictive environment for every student,” Bre said. 
“We want to give them the tools and mechanisms 
to be as independent as possible and David’s 
transformation really shows how capable these 
students are. We just need to help them reach the 
potential they already have.”

LITTLE CITY, BIG

POTENTIAL.
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2024 was a monumental year for Little City’s Dorothy 
Rose Horticulture Center as it celebrated 50 years of 
helping people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities grow.  

From the earliest days in the unmistakable A-Frame, 
to the garden beds and community gardens of  
today, Little City’s horticulture program has always 
believed there are lessons to be learned in connecting 
with nature.  

Though it started primarily as a therapeutic program, 
the horticulture program has grown to unlock a 
world of skills for those we serve. Today, the program 
has 10 participants on the vocational track who are 
developing job skills. From planting and cleaning, to 
customer service and running the annual Harvest 
Stand, the vocational track offers participants the 
therapeutic benefits of gardening while developing 
high-level job skills that could lead to community-
based employment.  

One participant who embodies the tremendous 
growth of the horticulture program over the years 
is Karen. 

Unlike all the other participants, Karen is neither a 
Little City resident nor part of the Community Day 
Services program. She represents a growing effort 
at the horticulture program to allow more people 
with developmental and intellectual disabilities in 
the community to be part of the work at the center. 

The vocational program has kept her busy since she 
retired from a long career at Jewel-Osco. 

“Karen is very helpful and very knowledgeable and 
has been a really great fit,” said Wayne Johnson, 
horticulture manager.

“She has a love for plants and 
flowers and was looking for a 
way to stay busy. She wanted to 
give us a try and it has been great. 
We hope to open up a lot more 
opportunities like this for others 
in the community.”

Karen was just one of 45 participants who made the 
program's 50th anniversary a year to remember. 
There were more than 2,300 hours of classes 
throughout the year and a successful Spring 
Plant Sale and Fall Harvest Stand that combined 
generated more than $35,000 in revenue for the 
thriving program.

Together, participants sold 2,500 plants and sold 
more than 2,000 pounds of tomatoes along with 
other fruits and vegetables including zucchini, 
melons, garlic, onions and more.

While the annual events were a big hit in 2024,  
a special summer celebration truly captured the  
50th anniversary milestone as participants, 
supporters, and families gathered to look back on 
the program’s history and celebrate the amazing 
work being done today.

2025 is poised to be an even bigger year for the 
program as they have expanded planting areas and 
continue to broaden their handiwork. Participants 
are learning to use plants and herbs in creative ways 
including making poinsettia planters, potpourris, 
bath soaks, candles, and more.  

Jackie Kenyon, horticulture specialist, said the 
program continues to be one of the most popular at 
Little City and is always looking for new ways to grow.  

 “It’s always amazing to see new people come in and 
try it and really fall in love with working with the 
plants and getting their hands dirty,” Jackie said. “And 
we’ve had people here for so long that you can really 
see the skills they have developed and how they take 
on more responsibility. It is always very rewarding.” 

LITTLE CITY, BIG

GROWTH.
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Victoria Largin had been through this situation 
before. She was going to need to find a foster child 
a new home.  

Victoria, a permanency supervisor for Little City’s 
Foster Care & Adoption program, had a case where 
a foster child required in-patient treatment at a 
pediatric psych unit because of a behavior that 
escalated to a dangerous level. Most hospitals 
prefer not to admit foster children because they 
often have no home to discharge them to. After 
situations like this, the foster parent usually does 
not want the child back in the home.  

But Carolyn isn’t like most foster parents. 

“I remember talking to Carolyn during that time and 
saying he would probably need some in-patient 
treatment, and you could see how much she cared 
and how much it upset her because she didn’t want 
to leave him,” Victoria said. “She not only wanted 
him back at home, but back as soon as possible.”  

That unwavering love is what makes Carolyn and 
Matt’s relationship so special. Carolyn first took 
Matt in 2020 when he was only three years old. 
He could only say the word “no” at the time and 
had significant behavior issues that resulted in self-
harm, property destruction, or running away. The 
trauma he had already experienced in his short life 
made it difficult for him to connect with anyone.  
 
But Carolyn found a way to connect with Matt and 
today he is fully verbal and happy, having gained 
control over the types of behaviors that once put 
him in the hospital.  

“She was the first person he wouldn’t run away 
from,” Victoria said of Carolyn. “He is very 
affectionate, and she reciprocates that. They have 
such a sweet, loving, and safe relationship and that 
is why he has made so much progress.” 

Carolyn said she gives a lot of credit to the support 
Little City has offered throughout the years, 
especially the mental health services. Matt was part 
of a pilot program at Little City that provided Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapy in addition to more 
traditional mental health therapy. Matt works with 
one of Little City’s mental health therapists and a 
Board-Certified Behavior Analyst, and that dual 
approach has led to an incredible transformation.  
Matt now works with a therapist twice a week 

Little City changed the name of the child in this story to protect privacy 

including one who works with him in his daycare 
setting before bringing him home. Matt had been 
dismissed from multiple day cares in the early 
years because of his issues, but the on-site therapy 
has helped him thrive in that environment.  

“The services are just on point. I’ve never 
experienced this kind of support at any other 
agency,” Carolyn said. “You hear a lot of people 
who have complaints or don’t get along with a case 
worker and I don’t have that problem. Little City 
really is a gem.” 

The experience has been so good not just with 
Little City but with Matt, whom Carolyn is now in 
the process of adopting. She said it has been a life-
changing experience and a great joy even through 
the ups and downs.  

“My favorite thing is going to 
pick him up and ask him how 
his day is,” she said. “And he’ll 
say, ‘Grandma,’ – he calls me 
Grandma – ‘I had a great day 
today.’ And I give him a big hug 
and let him know how happy 
that makes me, and then that 
makes him happy to hear.” 

Victoria said it has been incredible to see just how 
much the pilot ABA therapy program has helped 
Matt and Carolyn by providing the tools and 
support they needed to work through the issues 
and grow. Little City is now expanding that program 
and opening a new behavioral health clinic in its 
Chicago office to reach even more families who 
need these mental health services.  
 
And while the program has made a life-changing 
difference, Victoria said it is still the people who 
matter most at the end of the day.  

“Carolyn is just an amazing foster parent, and I wish 
we had more of her to go around,” Victoria said. 
“She advocates for him, communicates with us, 
and has never wavered in her love for Matt. She 
has always been his home.”

LITTLE CITY, BIG

COMMUNITY.
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When the needs of Little City 
residents change, Little City 
changes with them.  

Today, roughly 60 percent of 
Little City residents are 50 years 
old or older, while around 
30 percent are over 60 years  
old. There is an increasing need  
to create environments that 
will allow aging residents to 
maintain their independence 
and health in safe and 
supportive spaces catered  
to their needs.

That is why the new Bordeaux Home is a perfect fit 
for one of the longest tenured groups of residents 
at Little City.  
 
The ladies of the Plum Grove Home have been at 
Little City and together longer than most and now 
have a new home in Hoffman Estates to better fit 
their lifestyles.  

One of those residents is Andy Bell, who has been 
a social butterfly during her time at Little City. 
From attending Sunday church services, to going 
to movies with friends or enjoying time at the nail 
salon, Andy has always stayed busy. But as she gets 
older and is required to slow down, she needs a 
space where she can still stay active.  
 
The new Bordeaux Home has hallways wide 
enough for more than one person, which will 
help encourage and increase activity at the home.  

In addition, walk-in showers with built-in seating and 
safety features such as handrails allow residents to 
maintain independence. 

Adelya Kammer, case manager coordinator, said it is 
important aging residents still have the opportunity 
and ability to stay active in new ways as they are 
unable to make community trips as often as they 
once did.  

“It’s a bigger home that was designed with them 
in mind,” Adelya said. “A lot of them have walkers 
so these bigger hallways still allow them to get 
up and moving and there is more opportunity for  
 in-home exercise. The sidewalks and neighborhood 
are more walkable, too, with walking paths - so the 
area fits their needs well.” 

The home, which was made possible thanks to 
a grant secured through the advocacy of local 
lawmakers, is part of Little City’s continuing effort 
to renovate and obtain homes to best serve the 
growing aging population. Today, the average 
number of years a participant has been at Little City 
is 27 years, and the aging population is only growing.  

Judy Martinez, Andy’s case manager, said it is great 
that all these women who have been together for so 
long get to stay together and enjoy a space where 
they will be more comfortable and supported.  

“They’ve been together so long – since before I ever 
got to Little City – and they have great relationships,” 
Judy said. “Some of them have had to decrease 
activity because of health issues so this new 
home is perfect. It is even close to a strip mall with 
places they enjoy visiting, it’s closer to Countryside 
(Community Day Services), and it’s just a really nice 
location for all of them.” 

With the addition of the Bordeaux Home, Little City 
now operates 18 Community Integrated Living 
Facilities throughout seven different communities 
in the Northwest suburbs of Chicago. 

LITTLE CITY, BIG

INDEPENDENCE.



AN
N

U
AL

 R
EP

O
RT

 2
0

24
  |

  L
IT

TL
E 

CI
TY

LI
TT

LE
 C

IT
Y,

 B
IG

 L
IF

E.
  |

  E
M

PL
O

YM
EN

T 
SE

RV
IC

ES
LITTLE

 CITY, BIG
 LIFE.  |  EM

PLO
YM

EN
T SERVIC

ES

1716

After working for a year with the Employee 
Development Services (EDS) at Little City’s Grayslake 
Center, Brenda was excited to start the interview 
process for a new job. But as is the case with many 
job searches, rejection was part of the scenario. 
Brenda could not find the job she had been working 
toward right away, but it ended up being a valuable 
learning experience. 

“She did have a number of interviews before her job 
at Mariano’s and one reason is that she can be a little 
bit shy at first,” said Kelly Wagner, Brenda’s job coach. 

“As she got more comfortable, she was able to open 
up more and communicate what her abilities are. 
She grew by leaps and bounds.” 

Brenda’s interview skills improved at the perfect  
time as it led her to landing a job at Mariano’s in 
Gurnee in May 2024. Though grocery store work  
was not what Brenda had initially pursued, it turned 
out to be a perfect fit. Her natural desire to help 
people, paired with her positive attitude, has made 
her an ideal bagger. She even finds ways to help 
customers when there is no one in line, often 
standing near the front of her station to ask if anyone 
needs help.  

“I’ve actually been able to work with Brenda since 
she first started in EDS in 2023,” Kelly said. “She has 
always had a positive attitude and brings joy with her 
everywhere she goes, whether it is volunteering or at 
work. She is very willing to learn and has picked up 
on time management skills, work ethic, teamwork, 
and even asking for help when she needs it.”  

Yenza Talgo, service operations manager at 
Mariano’s, said the store is always striving to 
provide opportunities for people with developmental 
disabilities and Brenda has been a great example of 
how they can strengthen the whole team.

“She is wonderful to work with and is great with 
customers and her co-workers,” Yenza said. “The 
few times there has ever been an issue, I can just 
pull her aside really quick, and she is always able to 
take direction and keep going.”  

Brenda has been part of a substantial growth in 
Grayslake’s EDS program, which has nearly doubled 
since it first started a couple of years ago. With 
16 students now in the program, Kelly said more 
interested community partners like Mariano’s 
continue to provide opportunities for people in the 
program. And the retention rate for those who do 
get jobs through the program has been exceptional.  

 “It is my first time working with Mariano’s and they 
have been another fantastic partner for us,” Kelly 
said. “They do a great job providing feedback and 
communicating and they are clear about how proud 
they are of the work Brenda does and how well she 
has done.”

Kelly said 2025 looks like it should be another 
successful year for Brenda and students at the 
Grayslake EDS program.  

“I definitely believe this 
could be a long-term fit for 
her,” Kelly said. “She has 
already grown a lot. She 
has really wowed me, 
especially in being able 
to get out of her shell 
and communicate 
with customers.” 

LITTLE CITY, BIG

CAREERS.
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Mark came to Little City under difficult 
circumstances.

Mark had experienced some neglect and poor 
experiences in a previous residential setting and 
had gone back to live at home, but the transition 
proved difficult, and he started to noticeably 
regress. His parents found a perfect fit at Little City, 
but even that was difficult as Mark came in the 
middle of the COVID pandemic in late 2020.

When the Autism Spectrum Engagement (ASE) 
program – specifically designed for adults with 
higher- level needs – started to meet again, it 
was in a smaller space at Little City’s Recreation 
Center. Mark initially had difficulty adjusting to his  
new surroundings.

Adebayo Okenla, a Direct Support Professional 
who has worked with Mark for most of his time at 
Little City, said Mark would refuse to leave the room, 
even to go to the bathroom, and he would try to 
hit his head on a desk or wall if he got frustrated.

“He had a hard time transitioning for anything and 
he would not talk to people much,” Adebayo said. 
“But he is completely different now. He is very 
sociable and very independent. He has made so 
much progress.”

It all started to change for Mark nearly two years 
ago when the ASE program moved to a bigger space 
at Little City’s Countryside Center. 2024 was his 
best year yet.

At Countryside Center, Mark has grown into his 
potential, becoming one of the most social people 
in the building. Whether it is spending time with 
friends, helping hand out materials to different 
classrooms or stopping by his housemates’ 
classrooms to let them know it is time to go home 
for the day, Mark has become a familiar face  
to everyone.

In 2024, he went on community outings that 
simply would not have been possible when he first 
arrived at Little City. From picnics in the park to 
bowling with friends and even a special day spent 

at Medieval Times, Mark took big steps this past 
year in engaging with the community and becoming 
more independent.  

“It’s amazing to see Mark be so social with everyone 
and even just walking around the building to see 
familiar faces,” said Tim Gavin, Assistant Director 
of Day Services at Countryside. 

“To go from not ever 
wanting to leave a room 
to participating in so 
many things with so many 
different people – it has 
been great to see.”

One of the unexpected keys to help Mark handle 
transitions and new activities has been a glow light 
that works as a timer. When the timer goes off, 
Mark’s light changes color and he knows it is time 
to move on to the next activity. Tim said he even 
has color-coded paper schedules for Mark because 
he enjoys it so much.

Adebayo said that Mark’s independence has also 
transferred over to the home, where he lives with 
others who are his age but, in some cases, have 
higher levels of independence. That has helped 
Mark learn and improve his own life skills by seeing 
and interacting with them.

He went from not wanting to go to the bathroom 
on his own to being able to shower, have breakfast, 
and get ready for the day with minimal assistance.

“The goal for everyone at the Countryside Center, 
no matter what class they are in, is to become more 
independent, explore new activities and interests 
and just find things that are fulfilling for them and 
help them reach their potential,” Tim said. “Mark 
grew so much this past year and I think he is just 
going to continue to grow.”

LITTLE CITY, BIG

PROGRESS.
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Officers & Board 
of Directors
Board 
Officers

CHAIR | GREGORY BURNS
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT | AMAR H. KAPADIA, Alvarez & Marsal
VICE PRESIDENT | B. TIMOTHY DESMOND, Property Management Advisors, Inc.
VICE PRESIDENT | JENNIFER GAVELEK, Alliant Insurance Services
VICE PRESIDENT | HEATHER J. RITTER, Daily Herald Media Group
TREASURER | ANDREW D. RICHMOND, Cornerstone Research, Inc.
ASSISTANT TREASURER | DAVID PFAU, Hive10, LLC
SECRETARY | CHARLES G. FERGUS
ASSISTANT SECRETARY | CHAD WERKEMA, Motorola Solutions, Inc.

Board of 
Directors

JULIE BELL
ELENI P. BOUSIS,  
Hippocratic Cancer Research Foundation
WILLIAM CHEPULIS, Zurich North America
JOHN M. DUFFEY
RIT FAISAL, Spherade, Inc.
ALEXANDER A. GIANARAS,  
Transformer Manufacturers, Inc.
NICK HELMER, Meltzer, Purtill & Stelle, LLC

JEFF JULIAN, William Rainey Harper College
CANDICE KEMENY, JLL
SEAN K. MORAN, KPMG LLP
ISAAC QURESHI, Healthy Smiles of La Grange
KADER SAKKARIA, Upliftarray, LLC
ELIZABETH SEVERYNS,  
Focus Consulting Group, Inc.
ANSHUMAN A. VAIDYA,  
U.S. Department of the Treasury

Board of 
Advisors

TIMOTHY BLEUHER, Department of Building 
and Zoning of Cook County
RANDI B. BLUME, BMO Harris Bank
PAUL A. CASTIGLIONE
AMIT CHOKSI, Illinois College of Optometry
KEVIN J. CONBOY, IBM Corporation
NEIL R. COOPER, Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC 
THOMAS J. DART,  
Sheriff’s Office of Cook County, Illinois
LINCOLN D. GERMAIN,  
Honeywell International
HONORABLE JONATHAN CLARK GREEN,  
Judge at Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois

JAMES W. HARTWELL, Essex, LLC
ANDRIUS KASPARAITIS,  
Comcast Business Enterprise Solutions
ADNAN KHAN, Slalom
MICHAEL L. MOKATE
MARCUS D. MONTANYE, CIBC Bank USA
DAVID A. ROSE,  
The Dorothy Living Trust
JENNIFER ROSENBLUM,  
Alliant Insurance Services
JACK SHUM, Jack Shum Development, Inc.
RON SOWADSKI,  
Automated Data Processing

Executive
Team

Associate 
Board

Board 
Emeritus

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER | RICH BOBBY
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER | KELLY EVANS
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER | MICHAEL SCHULTZ
CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER | TINA MARACCINI
CHIEF HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICER | TRACY DUDEK
CHIEF OF COMMUNICATIONS & EXTERNAL AFFAIRS | ANN MORRIS
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, RESIDENTIAL & SCHOOL SERVICES | LONNIE RANDALL
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, FAMILY & COMMUNITY SERVICES | EMILY RAWSKY
VICE PRESIDENT, FACILITIES & TRANSPORTATION | MARK BURRAGE
VICE PRESIDENT, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY | ALI ENTEZAR
VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT & EMPLOYMENT | GREG HALLORAN
VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAM QUALITY & SUPPORTS | THERESA MORAN

CO-CHAIR | REBECCA SCHLESINGER 
CO-CHAIR | ERIC GREEN
SECRETARY | ABIGAIL FISCHER
TREASURER | ANDY RISTAU
RECRUITMENT | SCOTT FULTON
SOCIAL MEDIA CHAIR | HOLLY LAABS

ALEX ALEXANDROU

ALEX GLOWACKI
AMY SMITH
ASHLEY SEKULIC
GRACE RITTER
ROMAN SENTOWSKI
RYAN VANSTEDUM
LAURA DIERKING
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Corporate, 
Foundation, & 
Individual Donors
Platinum
($100,000+)

George Bisk*
The Coleman Foundation, Inc.
IL HFS

Gold 
($50,000-$99,999)

Boyle Family Foundation
Frank Mareska

Silver
($25,000-$49,999)

Bronze
($10,000-$24,999)

Edelstein Charitable Trust
Russell and Josephine Kott 
Memorial Charitable Trust
Richard A. Perritt  
Charitable Foundation
Mark & Amy Rakoczy
Andrew & Kim Richmond

GSD
Jeff & Vicki Heise
David Hochberg
Illinois State Council K of C 
Charities, Inc.
Illinois Tool Works
Kaye B. Karch & Jerry Rubin*
Francine LeFrak & Rick 
Freidberg/The Samuel J. & 
Ethel LeFrak Charitable Trust
Marvin and Kay Lichtman 
Foundation, Inc.
Motorola Solutions 
Foundation
Performance Wealth 
Partners
Dorothy Rose*/The Dorothy 
Rose Living Trust
Dale & Leanna Rublaitus
Sanford C. Bernstein & Co, LLC
Randall & Elizabeth Sass

Nancy & B. Timothy 
Desmond
Discover Financial Services
James Leideger
LPL Financial
Jane Wilson & David Mayhew 
Stone Charitable Trust

20Twenty Design
The Alaska Community 
Foundation
Steven & Barbara Anderson
Julie Bell/Julie Bell Living Trust
Larry & Cathy Bertolozzi
Rick Bertolozzi
Ronald S. Betts*
Eleni & Dimitrios Bousis
Gregory & Kathleen Burns
Lillian B. Churchill
Citigroup
Cole-Crone Family Foundation
Dick's Sporting Goods, Inc.
DLA Piper LLP
Elk Grove Township
Charles (Gil) & Betty Fergus
Alec K. and Viena P.  
Gianaras Foundation
Mary Carol & David Grabill

Mark Ritchie
Township of Schaumburg
The John D. and Minnie R. 
Schneider Charitable Trust
Vernon Township
George & Dimitra Zervas
Zurich North America

Debra Schnabel
The John D. and Minnie R. 
Schneider Charitable Trust
Matthew & Tina Schubert
Seng CRUT FBO R.  
Holland - CLSG
Charles and M.R. Shapiro 
Foundation, Inc.
Todd A. Smith
Henry Smogolski/Smogolski 
Family Charitable Trust
Jerome H. Stone Family 
Foundation
James H. Stone/  
James H. Stone Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Stone*
Village of Arlington Heights
Mary A. Watson
Wheeling Township

Megan Feeney
Susan Fried
Terry & Renee Graber
Jonathan & Monica Green
Pamela & Gregory Greene
Benjamin Haak
Scott Hanson
Hive10, LLC
Jack & Kathleen Horn
J. Krug & Associates, Inc.
Tony & Lori Khanuk
Michael F. Koenigsberger, Esq.
Ellen Kolegar
Bruce & Cindy Lubin
McMaster-Carr  
Supply Company
Sean K. Moran
Motorola Solutions, Inc.
David & Cynthia Mottram
Edward & Jean Murphy
NorthShore University 
Health System
Old National Bank

Robert D. Hambrick
Hanover Township
Nick Helmer
Elyse Hochberg
Jackson Charitable 
Foundation
Carol & John Jansson
Amar and Shikha Kapadia
James & Allen Kaplan
David & Jodi Kimel
Kenneth & Suzan Kolmin
Janet & Ralph Langton
Randall & Carol Long
Robert C. Luker
David & Alexandra 
Masoncup
Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
Carol L. Meyer
Jeffrey Miller
Michael & Anita Miller
Sandra Minton
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Mokate
Nancy R. Murphy

Norman & Susan Abazoris
Bruce Adreani/ 
Adreani Foundation
Akerman LLP
Argonne National Laboratory
Falan Austin
BCU
Phyllis R. Betts
Robert & Constance Blecha
Boom Enterprises, LLC
Constance Bruce
Christella Buchberger
Capital Group
Chicago Seva Foundation
CIBC Bank USA
Robert Curtis
Daily Herald Media Group
Amy & Ryan DeWitte
Eaton Mechanical Sales, LLC
George M. Eisenberg 
Foundation For Charities
Ernst & Young LLP
Rit & Mehetab Faisal

John L. Aikin
Alliant Insurance Services
Nancy T. Angsten
Jeffrey & Barbara Belting
Robert Bernstein
Bloomingdale Township
Blue Cross Blue  
Shield of Illinois
Rich & Jaime Bobby
Frank* & Barbara Castiglione
Gilda M. Castiglione
Catalina Marketing 
Charitable Foundation
City Paymaster
Marin* & Gail Dooley
Regina Dreyer Affolter
Dugan & Lopatka CPA's PC
Stephen P. Durchslag
Robert & Geri Friedman
Jennifer Gavelek
Frederick Genther
Give Lively Foundation, Inc.
August Greidanus
Stephen Troy Hajdukovic

Palatine Township
Michael J. & Donna Polelle
Project Management 
Advisors, Inc.
Doug Ray
Redwood Logistics
RSM US LLP
Paul & Joan Rubschlager 
Foundation
Robert Stephen
Sysco Chicago, Inc.
Alex Theoharis
Uline, Inc.
Amy & Andrew Voss
David & Jennifer Watson
Westfield Insurance 
Foundation
Wintrust Financial Corp.
Andreas & Maria Zervas
Helen Zervas
Andrew J. Zych

Michael J. Naumann
Jay & Layne Nordstrom
Manish Patel
Michael & Sandra Ricketts
Heather Ritter
Richard S. Rosenstein
Nicholas & Christine 
Schlageter
Michael H. Secoy
Siren Betty Design
Roger & Kristen Taylor
Ioannis & Eleni Theoharis
Diane Tonielli
Brad & Nikki Weber
Thomas J. Wedell
Richard D. Werdell
Chad Werkema
West Bend Mutual 
Independent Agents' Fund
Clay B. Wortham
Wortham LLP
Richard & Barbara Wrona
Kenneth & Anita Youga

Executive 
Director's 
Circle
($5,000-$9,999)

Ambassador’s  
Club 
($2,500-$4,999)

Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity

TTSG Inc
Gladys Warchal
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Leadership
Club
($1,000-$2,499)

Nicholas D. Adams
Aldridge Gives Foundation
Nicole Alexander
Allstate Giving Campaign/
United Way
Ameriprise Financial 
Services, Inc.
Marshall & Susan Anderson
Aunt Martha's Health  
& Wellness
Michael Baker
Andrew & Terri Balbirer
Vincent J. Barrata
Barrington Junior  
Women's Club, Inc.
Barrington Township
Stacey & Daniel Barrins
Mike Basler
Richard & Donna Bauer
BDO USA, P.C
Lisa Becker
Bruce Beerbower
Philis Beilfuss
Karel L. Bekker
Andrea Bell Trust
Donald & Gail Benson
Catherine Bishop
Richard & Carole Blazek
Abraham* & Judith Bohrer
Donald F. Bouseman
Steve Boyer
Matthew D. Broomfield
Paul A. Brune
Richard & Margaret Cagney
William & Nicole Chepulis
Chevron Humankind Program
Debra & Arthur Clamage
Melissa Clutters
CMAA Greater Chicago Chapter
Community Foundation of 
Northern Colorado
Lynne M. Conroy
John & Lisa Cooper
Stephen & Candace Daly
Thomas & Susan DaMario
Gwendolyn A. Damico
Jean & James Day
Donna De St Aubin
Deister Machine Company, Inc.
DICK'S Sporting Goods, Inc.
Carl & Karen Dohn
Kevin Donahue

Rovis Lee
Jim & Sandi Leffel
Richard & Grace Lehner
Karen & Jim Leiser
David Levene
Craig Levine
David Levinson
Beth Linnen-Hoffman
Merrily Lockwood
Rosemarie G. Lomonaco
Max & Sondra Lorig
David Maday
Merry Ann & Roger Malcolm
Michael & Brooke Mandrea
Marcia Marshall/John 
Marshall Family Foundation
Scott Martin
Travis Maxwell
Jerold & Susan McCreight
Ed McGrogan
Michael & Ann McLaughlin
Joseph & Mary Jo McMahon
Christopher Miller
Sudheendran & Nilima 
Moorkoth
Brendan Moran
Ann & Doug Morris
Valerie A. Morton
Connie & Dana Moses
Mount Prospect Lions 
Charities, Inc
John & Jan Mussar
Richard & Debra Naponelli
National Financial Services LLC.
Claude & Paula Nickell
Steven M. Bachrach & 
Carmen I. Nitsche
Northern Trust Charitable 
Giving Program
Omron Foundation, Inc.
Vanessa Ori
Fred & Iris Ouyang
Nipesh Patel
David Pendleton
Jeff & Patricia Penner
Floyd & Linda Perkins
Steven M. Perlman
Thomas & Betty Philipsborn
Pink Heals Joliet Area Chapter
Sharon L. Quarcini
Isaac Qureshi, D.D.S., M.P.H.
Mark & Marianne Rakoczy

Patrick & Therese Donoghue
Patricia G. Echols
Edward Jones
Janet Engel-Julian
Kelly & Paul Evans
Michael Fergus
William & Robin Filipowski
Jenny Finkel
David Finn
Daniel & Stacey Fishbein
Stephen & Pamela Fitzell
Karen Flasch
Andrew C. & Karen M. Flis
Timothy & Valerie Fu
Janet J. Ganet
Thomas P. & Etta L. Garrity Trust
Howard & Ellen Gebel
Stephen Genest
Rob & Colleen Getz
Eric Green
John Green
Joseph Guzon
Robert & Lisa Hamer
Ann E. Hanson
Christina Harper
William & Deborah Hartmann
Bruce Amsterdam* & Ilene 
Grossman
Nancy S. & John R. Hartung
Gary A. Heine
Robert & Judith Hinrichs
Timothy & Margaret Horvath
Thomas & Pamela Howell
HUB International Limited
Michael & Christine Hurley
JaMar Packaging
Quentin & Elizabeth Johnson
Joliet Township
Jeff Julian
Peter Kadens
Beth Keller
Thomas & Kathleen Kemp
Edward Kent
Housh & Dawn Khoshbin
Michael & Carol Killian
Stephen & Cherylanne Kolmin
Larry & Claudia Kubinski
Kenneth & Judith Landeck
Louis & Betsy LaPaglia
Linda LaPorte
Lauderdale Electric

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cantz
Corey Carr
Julia Carr
Mark Abrahamson and 
Vickie Carson-Abrahamson
Brian Casey
Richard Chaney
Rodney Christo
Mark & Robyn Ciarlette
Cigna Foundation
Mark Comin & Marci Rinkoff
Vincent & Sheila Connor
Joe & Alissa Crespo
Timothy F. Cummins
CVS Health
Antoni & Barbara Czupryna
The Russell & Frieda  
DeYong Foundation
Caroline & Jon DeCamp
Howard Derdiger
Emanuel & Cheryl DeSantis
Gerard Dever
Wendy Donahue
Madeleine Doubek
Penelope Dremonas
Robert & Sherie Dvorak
Shannon M. Egeland
Shelly Engelhardt
ERP Advisors Group
William & Suzanne Farr
Phil & Julie Favia
Caroline G. Faytle
Jerry & Elissa Feig
John & Cheryl Ferroli
Susan M. Finis

John Schulz
Ann & Dan Schuster
The Schwaben Society 
Charity Fund
Carol Serra
George Silca
Eric & Suzanne Smith
Matthew & Janice Sowske
Paul & Diane Spanier
Gavin & Shirley Speirs
StationMD
Josh Steinfeld &  
Marissa Hockfield
Guy & Theresa Tagliavia
Jeffrey & Lisa Tertel
John M. Tracy
UBS Financial Services
Michael Uhran
Avinash Vaidya

Abbott Laboratories
Donald Adamitis
Mohammad & Selina Ahmed
Patricia A. Andjelkovich
Mark & Gail Andrulis
Armco Properties, LLC
ATA National Title Group
Kamran & Olivia Balo
James P. Bandman
Bank of America  
Matching Gifts
Denise L. Benesch
Lois Bernhard
Aabhas Bhargava
Andrew Bizub
Thomas & Virginia 
Blanchard/Blanchard  
Family Trust
Michael & Nina Blechman
Judy Bloom
Blu Petroleum
Gerald & Annette Blumberg
Christiane Bock
Milen Bodurski
Rick & Debbie Bonick
Charles & Martha Bonifield
William & Maureen Brennan
Eric & Michelle Brosinski
Terrel & Marcia Brostoff
Kenneth H. Brown
Kathryn Brtko
Robert Bubnich
Robert Burne
Roger & Becky Butler
Byline Bank

James Rawsky
Judith & Harold Redelsperger
Justyna Regan
Joanne & Gregory Remington
Mark & Ellen Richmond
Omar Rihani
Andrew John Ristau
Roger & Barbara Ritzman
The RJN Foundation, Inc.
Robert Half Talent Solutions
Michael & Deborah Rohrwasser
Michael & Amy Rosenson 
Philanthropic Fund
Roger Rosentreter & Ann DeBolt
Scott Ross
Steven Safran
Roger & Carolyn 
Schellenberger
Michael J. Schultz

Kenneth & Debra Fishbein
William Fitzgerald
James & Patricia Ford
William & Deborah Fox
George & Bettina Francis
John F. Fricilone
Friends of Kevin Morrison
Jerrold H. Frumm
Daniel & Nancy Fu
Scott Fulton
Sunil Gaitonde
Sue Garesche
Lynn Gelfand
William & Arlene Genell
Frank Giersch
David F. Girard
Dan & Kim Gleason
Ronald & Sheri Golden
Byron & Carol Goldenhersh
Erica Goldman
Paul & Cheryl Gosiewski
Susan F. & Frederick Gourley
Edward Grabill
Paul & Barbara Grabowski
Donald & Barbara Groscop
Steve A. Haar
Nisha Hakhu
Edward & Rose Marie Hampel
John L. Hangey
Philip & Tracy Hannon
Chris Healey
Jeffrey Heksh
Larry & Joellen Hoeser
Mr. & Mrs. David Hoffman

Steven J. Vallort
Darryl & Antonia Van Kampen
James & Mary Ann Vanaria
Village of Grayslake
Village of Hanover Park
Paul L. Vilmur
Susan Vondrak-Mark Tark 
Foundation
Austin & Lisa Walsh
Wauconda Township
Weber-Stephen
William & Lois White
Susan Whitney
William Rainey Harper College
Douglas S. Winer
Tom Winkelman
Women's Club of Inverness
Ellen R. Zemel

Advocate’s
Club 
($500-$999)

Leadership
Club
($1,000-$2,499)
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Advocate’s
Club
($500-$999)

Harrison J. McCorkle
Richard & Helen McFarlane
Karen McLaughlin
Scott & Eve Mermel/  
The Scott J. Mermel Trust
Christian Michelsen
William & Ellen Montgomery
Cynthia A. Moody
Jerome Mrowca
Mary Nader
Mark & Carolyne Nelson
Mark S. Nelson
Robert & Mary Nixon
Nicholas & Molly Nocerino
Kelly & Ann Marie Noll
Nicholas & Caroline Nudo
Janet A. Ortaggio
Roger & Maureen Osborne
Paulina Panszczyk
Danny Parsley
Shawna Pearson
Theodore F. Perlman
Michael Perlstein
Charles F. Phillips
Daniel J. Phillips
Donna Zadeikis-Pino  
& Albert R. Pino
Thomas J. Pisarczyk
Charlie Pollard
Charles & Lisa Pollard
Igor & Anita Polonsky
Nicholas Potaczek
Joyce & Christopher Rahn
Lonnie & Heather Randall
Joyce K. Redelsperger
Dave & Julie Reich
Robert & Lucille Reichner
Robert J. Repel
Deborah & Mario Retondo
Richard and Carol  
Leonard Foundation
Patricia M. Richards
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Riemer
Joan E. Robertson
Barbara S. Rodgers
Anne N. Rorimer
Rosenson Family Foundation/ 
Harold B. Rosenson
Devshi K. Roy and  
Shital R. Radadia

Donald & Sandra Hoffman
Holy Family Church
Kathy Hooyenga
Karen Hunter
Brian M. Jack
Araceli P. Jimenez
Kimberly T. Joseph
JP Morgan Chase
Richard A. Jurs
Patrick & Kathleen Kearney
Joshua H. Khoshbin
Sanghee Kim-Ansbro
Carl & Ruth Koenemann
Lizbeth W. Kohler
Ampy Kong
Michael J. Koperniak
Lawrence J. Kostrzewa
Angela Kreye
Kenneth D. Kuratko
Joan M. Kutyba
Holly Laabs
Laner Muchin, Ltd.
Patrick & Mary Ann Larmon
Law Offices of Thaddeous 
Makarewicz, CHTD
Mr. and Mrs. William J. 
Lawlor, III
Peter & Judith Lederer
Nick & Addie Leonard
Richard Leonard
Olivia Lockett
Sandra Loebe-Stoken & 
Richard Stoken
Jim Logothetis
Robert & Connie Lovell
William Lynch
Maemar PC
Ashley Mahon
Paul & Marisa Mahon
Thaddeas Makarewicz
Thomas & Mary Malia
Steven & Marisa Mandrea
Emily Maneval
Albert & Eleonore Manzardo
Tina & Mark Maraccini
Billy & Audrey Mass
Fred Mayhew
Mary McAloon
John B. McCauley

Jacqueline Russell
Deborah & John Sada
Julie Schauer
Rebecca Schlesinger
Edith & Matthew Scholten
Joseph J. Schuler
SECU
Robert E. Seitz
Michelle Serck
James D. Shannon
David & Kathy Shine
Andrea Siok
Arthur & Jane Slaven
Valerie Slotnick
Mark Spiegel
Rob & Kim Steere
Irwin & Wendy Steinberg
Bogdan Stochin
Frank & Irma Stromberg
Barry Sullivan
William J. Tarnacki
George Theoharis
Carol & Ulfur Thors
Ivana Traven
Mark & Margaret Tritschler
Jeff Turner
US Cellular
Anshuman A. Vaidya
Tom Van Der Moere
John & Susan Van Duzer
Robert & Jan Van Iten
Joanne E. Van Natta
Molly Walsh
Christopher Waltmann
John W. Walton
Derek Weber
Samuel Weinstein
Adam Wiklund
Bob Withers
Hal Wood
Emerick Youngquist
Larry & Pam Zall
Yiorgos Zervas
Robert & Ann Zgoda
Frank & Tina Ziegler
Jan Zimelis
Guy Zomick
The Zurich Foundation

Corporate, Foundation, & 
Individual Donors Continued

Circle 
of Love 
Donors
Our Circle of Love donors are those who  
have committed to recurring giving. We thank 
these loyal donors for their ongoing support.

Madeleine Doubek
Paul & Rosalinda Dussault
Shelly Engelhardt
Brian & Margaret Fergus
John & Cheryl Ferroli
James & Mary Ann 
Fijalkiewicz
Susan M. Finis
James Freeman
Frank & Heidi Giersch
Paul & Cheryl Gosiewski
Susan F. & Frederick Gourley
Paul & Barbara Grabowski
Eric Green
Steve A. Haar
Anonymous
Kevin & Cynthia Hayes
Michael Haynes
Sharon Heath
Darice Heine
Michael & Janina Hoffman
Thomas & Pamela Howell
Karyn Hurwich
Marilyn Januszko
Anita A. Jay
Kimberly T. Joseph
Edward & Janice Kachinsky

Peter Alderson
Mark & Gail Andrulis
Gerard & Rosemary Aranha
Barbara Bailey
Ruth Barlow
Elaine Beatovic
Farrell Beavers
William P. Bekker
Lois Bernhard
Catherine Bishop
Katherine Blair
Sidney F. Bosen
Maggie Brewner
Matthew D. Broomfield
Paul & Jane Brown
Cynthia Carrasco
Dennis & Sharon Carroll
Charles & Elizabeth Cavazos
John & Lisa Cooper
James & Sue Daniels
Michael Danielson
Michael DelMedico
Jerome & Carolyn Denault
Margery Derby
Renee Derdaele
Emanuel & Cheryl DeSantis
Janet Dolan

James & Allen Kaplan
Ellen Kolegar
Carole A. Konetzki
John & Deborah Kurth
Janet & Ralph Langton
David & Carolyn Lawson
Rovis Lee
Joseph & Patricia LiBrizzi
Stephen Loftus
Michael & Joyce Lueth
David Maday
Richard & Helen McFarlane
Karen Meader
Cary & Pamela Millstein
Ann & Doug Morris
Connie & Dana Moses
Gayle Munie
Maria V. Murphy
John & Jan Mussar
Nicholas & Caroline Nudo
Larry & Margaret Ott
Randall M. Oya
Donald & Cathy Popp
Carol Pranschke
Geraldine Purtell
Marla Rainey
S. Michael & Pamela Re

Audrey L. Reynolds
Christopher & Molly Rider
Heather Ritter
Sue Saltsberg
Roger & Carolyn 
Schellenberger
Edith & Matthew Scholten
James & Kathleen Secora
Mary & Michael Semik
Mr. & Mrs. Frank P. Serritella
Gerald & Michaeline 
Sokolowski
Hans Sowa
Nancy W. Stern
Bogdan Stochin
Carol & Ulfur Thors
Darryl & Antonia Van 
Kampen
Joanne E. Van Natta
James & Mary Ann Vanaria
Anne Wege
Brian & Kristie Wolek
Kenneth & Anita Youga
Emerick Youngquist
Steven & Kathleen 
Zimmermann
Charles Zitnick
Carol Zofkie
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In-Kind Gifts 
& Volunteering

In-Kind 
Gifts

D'Vine Wine & Gifts
Emporium Fulton Market
Fairmont Chicago
Fairmont Sonoma Mission 
Inn & Spa
First Ascent Climbing & Fitness
Francis Ford Coppola Winery
Georgio's Chicago Pizzeria
Goebbert's Pumpkin and 
Farm Market
Harbor Shores on Lake 
Geneva
Healthy Smiles of La Grange
Holy Family Church
Improv Comedy Club  
& Restaurant
Jayne Oak Park
Jerome H. Stone  
Family Foundation
JEWEL-OSCO Store 3445
Kane County Cougars
Kathleen Weinstein
Kendo Brands
Kohl Children's Museum
Kohler
Koval Distillery
Laugh Factory Chicago
Lavin Family Foundation
Legacybox
LEGOLAND Discovery 
Center Chicago
London House Chicago
Long Grove Confectionery Co.
Lou Malnati's Pizzeria
Lynfred Winery, Inc.
Mario Tricoci Hair Salons

5 Iron Golf
Altitude Chicago
American Legion  
Auxiliary Group
Anna's Red Apple
Anthropologie
Bar Down Sports Grill
Barcocina
Bark
Barre3 West Loop
BCU
Benefit Cosmetics LLC
Blue Man Group
Boka
Bradford Portraits Corp.
Brandts of Palatine
Cakebread Cellars
Chicago Executive Airport
Chicago Fire
Chicago White Sox  
Charities, Inc.
Chicago Wolves
Chicago's First Lady Cruises
Church Street Brewing
ClimbZone
Club Pilates Lincoln Park
Cooper's Hawk Donations
Discover Financial Services
DLA Piper LLP
Dovetail Brewery

Massage Mayhem
McDonald's
Metropolis Performing  
Arts Centre
Mixtiles
Northwestern Athletics  
& Recreation
Oriental Trading Company
Peak Yoga & Wellness
Pit Viper
Pizza Lobo
PRP Wine International
Revolution Brewing
Rivers Casino
Sam's Club
Schaumburg Boomers
Scratch Goods
Six Flags Great America
SkyDeck Chicago
Tasting DeVine
The Chicago Blackhawks
The Dearborn Tavern
The Dunes Club
The Eli's Cheesecake Company
The Field Museum
The Home Depot
The Waldorf Hilton
Therapeutic Kneads
Tito's
Truffle Shuffle
Twin Orchard Country Club
UnMuddled Bartending Co
WestRock
Wildflower Esthetics  
& Massage

Windy City Smokeout
Windy City Thunderbolts
Windy City ToolBank
Wines for Humanity
Vincent J. Barrata
Anthony & Julie Bruno
Ted Chakos
Geeta Chennareddy
John M. & Becky J. Duffey
June & Vincent Fergus
Charles (Gil) & Betty Fergus
Abigail Fischer
Scott Fulton
Rob & Colleen Getz
Alec K. and Viena P. Gianaras 
Foundation/Alexander Gianaras
Eric Green
Benjamin Haak
Jeff & Vicki Heise
Nick Helmer
Jeffrey Kaplan
Joshua H. Khoshbin
Michael F. Koenigsberger, Esq.
Holly Laabs
Fred & Debbie Lebed
Cynthia McDonough
Isaac Qureshi, D.D.S., M.P.H.
Michael & Jean Regan
Andrew John Ristau
Rebecca Schlesinger
Philip Siegel
Ayana Tate
Tim Ward
Craig & Janet Yamamoto

Because of our volunteers, Little City was able to complete the many projects that were 
accomplished in 2024. Additionally, Little City received many in-kind donations which are 
some of the most effective and impactful resources in helping us achieve our mission.

Volunteer 
Groups

Assurance Agency Ltd.
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Weber-Stephen
Vistex, Inc.
Perdoceo

Motorola Solutions, Inc.
Zurich North America
Ernst & Young LLP
Omron Foundation, Inc.
Discover Financial Services

High 12 International, Inc.
Redwood Logistics
MEL
Girl Scout Troop #47427
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Visionary Society
Platinum 
Leaf
($500,000+)

Gold Leaf
($250,000-$499,999)

Silver Leaf
($100,000-$249,999)

Bronze Leaf
($50,000-$99,999)

Dorothy Rose*/The Dorothy 
Rose Living Trust
Ethel & Joel Sharenow

Alec K. and Viena P. Gianaras 
Foundation/Alexander Gianaras
Marguerite D. Hark/  
Marquerite DeLany  
Hark Foundation
Jeff & Vicki Heise

John & Mary Jo George
Mary Carol & David Grabill
Judge Albert* & Celia Green
Jonathan & Monica Green
Randall Green
Pamela & Gregory Greene
William* & Jean* Hartmann
Edward & Andrea Hockfield
Shawn & Barbara Jeffers
Kaye B. Karch & Jerry Rubin*
Ellen Kolegar
Rosellen & E. William Monter

Paul & Mary Finnegan
Bernard Goldberg
Good Family Foundation/  
Dr. Mary L. Good*
Jean Hartmann*
Richard D. Hodgers
James* & Tamara* Howell
Leo B. Klimaitis/Susan L. 
Klimaitis Foundation
Charles Kotval*
Mitchell & Sari Kovitz
Frank R. Kral*
Wendy K. Kritt
Linda LaPorte
Carol L. Meyer
Kenneth M. &  
Theresa M. Mihalka
David & Cynthia Mottram
Edward & Jean Murphy
David & Daryl Nelms

Abraham* & Judith Bohrer
John M. & Becky J. Duffey
Vincent & Patricia Foglia/ 
Foglia Family Foundation

Julie Bell/Julie Bell  
Living Trust
Eleni & Dimitrios Bousis
Vernon* L. & Merle* Carson
Nancy & B. Timothy Desmond

James Andersen*
Steven & Barbara Anderson
Howard* & Linda* Bell
Ronald S. Betts*
George Bisk*
Gilda M. Castiglione
Elaine A. Cohen*
Kent P. & Elizabeth D. Dauten
Tahra & Mark Dodson/  
The Dodson Foundation
Andrew C. & Karen M. Flis
Christopher & Cindy Galvin

John L. Aikin
Alex & Karen Alexandrou
David & Martha Althoff
Bruce Amsterdam* &  
Ilene Grossman
Ronald Barsanti
Larry & Cathy Bertolozzi
Rick Bertolozzi
Gregory & Kathleen Burns
Frank* & Barbara Castiglione
Saul Chez*
Eileen Christensen
Lillian B. Churchill
Michael & Nancy Daley
Gwendolyn A. Damico
Todd DeFranco/  
DeFranco Plumbing, Inc.
Nancy & James Donahoe
Rit & Mehetab Faisal
Charles (Gil) & Betty Fergus

Henry Smogolski/Smogolski 
Family Charitable Trust
George & Dimitra Zervas

Alfred B. Henry*
Donald* & Ellen Kuhns
Randall & Elizabeth Sass
Matthew & Tina Schubert
James H. Stone/ 
James H. Stone Trust

Michael J. & Donna Polelle
Sidney Port*
Joseph & Susan Power/ 
Power Family Foundation
Andrew & Kim Richmond
Dale & Leanna Rublaitus
Robert L. Sherman & 
Barbara Bradford
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Stone*
Eleni Tzotzolis/ 
Cermak Produce
Gladys Warchal*
Hal R. & Cindy Wolken

Norman* & Lillian* Orenstein
Daniel* and Helen* Pradt
J.B. and M.K. Pritzker  
Family Foundation
Mark & Marianne Rakoczy
David Rose
Janet & Alan Rosenfeld
Paul & Joan Rubschlager 
Foundation
Robert & Julie Samson
Dennis & Carla Schlemmer
Debra Schnabel
John* & Erma* Schnabel/ 
John J. Schnabel Trust
Robert Stephen
Nancy Stokes
Carol M. Symons*
James Testa & Terri Rudd
Robert J. & Roberta Washlow

The Visionary Society honors the lifetime individual givers of over $50,000. Legacies & 
Bequests

Realized Legacies 
& Bequests

The Judith & Abraham 
Bohrer Heritage 
Society Members

Estate of Ronald S. Betts
Estate of George E. Bisk
Estate of Jeanette A. Casano
Edelstein Charitable Trust
Thomas P. &  
Etta L. Garrity Trust
The Frank Mareska  
Living Trust

Jan Abramowitz
John L. Aikin
Alex & Karen Alexandrou
Walter & Alexis Alm
James Andersen*
Alan & Joy Baltz
Howard* & Linda* Bell
Julie Bell/Julie Bell  
Living Trust
Abraham* & Judith Bohrer
Lola J. Brantner
Vernon* L. & Merle* Carson
Nancy & B. Timothy 
Desmond
William Drake*
Charles (Gil) & Betty Fergus
Alec K. and Viena P.  
Gianaras Foundation/
Alexander Gianaras
Lillian Gorak*
Jonathan & Monica Green
Pamela & Gregory Greene
Ronald & Marci Holzer
James* & Tamara* Howell
Ryan & Carmen Isherwood
Shawn & Barbara Jeffers
C. Conrad Johnson*

Theodore I. Salmon Trust
Seng CRUT FBO R.  
Holland - CLSG
Jane Wilson and  
David Mayhew Stone 
Charitable Trust
Estate of Gladys Warchal

William D. Johnson
Leland* & Shirley* Kenney
Ellen Kolegar
Linda LaPorte
Sandra Loebe-Stoken  
& Richard Stoken
Michael & Joyce Lueth
Terence J. McElligott
Carol L. Meyer
Shirley L. Miller*
Deborah Nelson
Lucretia Perrone  
Charitable Unitrust
Michael J. & Donna Polelle
Dorothy Rose*/The Dorothy 
Rose Living Trust
Randall & Elizabeth Sass
Harold H. Schmalbeck*
Matthew & Tina Schubert
Henry Smogolski/ 
Smogolski Family  
Charitable Trust
Carol & Ulfur Thors
Rivian H. Wolf
Carol & Ulfur Thors
Rivian H. Wolf

* indicates donors and supporters who are deceased

Legacies & Bequests are a result of the gracious philanthropy of those who made the 
decision to include us in their estate plans. To learn more about planned giving, contact  
Tina Maraccini at tmaraccini@littlecity.org or visit www.littlecity.org/plannedgiving
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Little City Resident for 36 years
When she came to Little City, Joanie quickly became 
a bright light in the community, sharing her huge 
smile and even bigger heart with everyone she 
met. She was especially beloved in the Cedar 
Home where she was like a sister to her longtime 
housemates. Joanie’s contagious energy and 
optimism made an impact on all who knew her. 
Here are some memories from those who worked 
with her:  

“In the short time I knew Joanie, I found her to be an 
absolute delight, a funny, joyful woman who would 
always smile and tell you it was a good day. She was 
a bright, happy spirit.” 

– Nicole Augustine, ARS Case Manager

“Joanie would call everyone her ‘friend’. Her 
high sense of fashion was something you would 
appreciate any time you saw her.” 

– Kimverli Halil, BCBA  

“Where do I start with Joanie? What an experience 
it was caring for her. Joanie literally brought life to 
everyone and especially to the Cedar ladies! She 
will truly be missed and I'm grateful I knew her.” 

– Tracey Iheme, DSP 

Joanie Siegel, 
b. April 8, 1964

This past year, Little City suffered the loss of several beloved residents. Their lives 
had a profound impact on our community, and their spirits live on in all who had the 
privilege of knowing them.

IN LOVING

MEMORY

Little City Resident for 33 years
Joe lived at Little City for 33 years before 
transferring to a long-term care facility in early 
2024. He was one of Little City’s most prolific 
artists, sharing his constant love and joy with 
others through his incredible talent. Joe’s work was 
displayed in galleries throughout the country. He 
was also known for the colorful and creative hats 
and masks he would create and wear while making 
his art or even just around campus. Here are some 
memories from those who worked with him:  

“He was an energetic person who loved to make 
everyone around him smile along with him. He 
loved to dance and be around his peers as well 
as staff at the home and Countryside. He would 
always make me smile and laugh when he came 
into the day program.”

– Judy Martinez, Case Manager 

“He was a very kind person who loved to check in 
with others to make sure they were doing okay too. 
He was very social and had a lot of friends here 
throughout the years. I love seeing his artwork 
both at Countryside and RDC. He was a very 
talented artist.”

– Adelya Kammer, Case Manager   

Little City Resident for 14 years
Jim quickly became a friend to many when he came 
to Little City in 2010. He became heavily involved 
with the Special Olympics and art programs and 
found great success in both, taking pride in the 
numerous medals he won at his many Summer 
Games. His big voice and bigger smile made him 
stand out from the crowd and he was happy 
to share that joy with all he met. Here are some 
memories from those who worked with him:  

“Jim will be fondly remembered for his deep, rich 
voice and beaming personality. Jim had a way of 
showing pure delight and great pride in any of  
his accomplishments big, or small. I will miss his 
warm greetings and smile every morning as I 
started my day.” 

– Rosalind Wakefield, EDS Community Specialist

“What I thought may have been ‘just the little 
things’ were big to James. He was an amazingly 
special person and had the biggest, brightest smile 
that truly lit up the world. I’m forever grateful I had 
the pleasure of knowing him and working with him. 
He will always be present in my heart.”

 – LaCresha Everett, Health and Community Specialist

Joe Flasch, 
b. October 22, 1963 

James Zaramba, 
b. June 2, 1964 
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As many as 902 children 
and adults with 
disabilities with life-
changing programs and 
services every single day.

the average number �of 
years that our participants 
have been at Little City.

Services across eight  
counties: Lake, Cook,  
DuPage,  McHenry, Kane,  
Will, DeKalb, and Kendall. 

Operating 18 CILA  
homes for adults: (Palatine, � 
Hanover Park, Streamwood,  
Schaumburg, Arlington Heights, � 
Roselle, Hoffman Estates).

36 individuals had a new job placement 
in 2024. 75 total individuals employed 
in 2024.
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LITTLE CITY, BIG

IMPACT.
BY THE NUMBERS | 2024 was another year filled with 
achievement for hundreds of individuals with disabilities  
at Little City, thanks to you.

It is because of your ongoing generosity �and compassion that so many are  
living safely, learning continuously, exploring creatively, and working productively 
throughout their lifetimes!

IN 2024, YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT HELPED PROVIDE:

27

45 individuals participated 
in horticulture classes, 
2,345 hours of classes 
provided in 2024. 

Plant Sale: over 2,250 plants � 
and custom hanging baskets  
and planters sold. 

Harvest Stand:  
2,000 lbs �of tomatoes,  
500 melons, 400 zucchini,  
and 600 bulbs of  
garlic sold.

Over $35,000 generated  
in sales from these two  
annual sale events.  

Ten individuals are employed � 
within the horticulture program.

470 volunteers gave �over 
2,250 hours of time �to 
Little City in 2024.

Group / Corporate Volunteers: Zurich, 
Omron, Ernst & Young, Motorola, Vistex, 
Perdoceo, Weber, High 12 International, 
Discover, Marsh McLennan Agency, 
�Redwood Logistics, Gallagher, MEL, �Girl 
Scout Troop #47427.

868 hours of recreation 
classes, practice, and 
competition provided.

70 total individuals participated in our 
recreation program. 

39 participants competed in regional 
or state-level competitions.

63 participants engaged in over 250 
hours of creative expression at our 
Center for the Arts. 

225 youth served in  
�Little City’s Foster Care  
�and Adoption program.
20 youths reunified and remained 
�home with their birth families. 

100% of youth served 
remain free from abuse 
and neglect while in our 
care and upon six months 
after leaving �our care.

46 students in the day  
school (max capacity).
6,375 hours of learning and engagement. 

12 students in the THRIVE program 
(capacity), including five new students 
in 2024.

221 individuals served at our 
Countryside and Grayslake programs  
– including  11 new individuals in 2024.
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Invitational Golf Classic
The 61st Annual Little City Invitational 
Golf Classic was another great day on 
the links for over 160 golfers and friends 
who joined us to help support our vital 
mission. This special day was capped by 
honoring our long-time partners, the 
Twin Orchard Country Club team led by 
Gavin Speirs, with the Morrie Kellman 
Humanitarian Award.
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FY24 
FINANCIALS
Little City provides innovative programs and services that foster 
development and personal fulfillment for the individuals we serve.  
To do so, Little City relies on government funding and direct  
contributions from individuals, corporations, and foundations.

Little City's quality-of-life standards go beyond the state-required 
minimal standard of care to encompass programs and services that 
foster a life of health, recreation, education, and culture that protect 
one’s rights, beliefs, choices, and aspirations.

The charts below provide a glance at Little City’s operating expenses 
and revenues for Fiscal Year 2024 dating July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024.

Donors, supporters, and friends like you are at the center of 
everything we do to help individuals with disabilities be better 
off because of our work together. We’re recapping a few of our most 
special moments in 2024 that were made possible by you!

Government Funding: 91%

Private Donations: 5%

Corporate Foundations & Grants: 1%

Investments & Other Income: 3%

Where Funds Come From:

How Funds Are Used:

Fundraising: 3%

Management & General: 9%

Program & Services: 88%

RELIVING SPECIAL MOMENTS

MADE BY YOU

2024 Annual Dinner Gala – 
Roaring Forward 
Last year’s gala was a huge success 
thanks to so many of you. Over 400 
families, supporters, sponsors, and 
friends in this mission made it a night 
to remember as we honored our 
Direct Support Professionals and 
raised more vital funds to support 
people with disabilities at Little City.

5th Annual Hero Walk � 
& Family Fest
A little rain was not going to stop nearly 
200 friends and families from joining us 
for our 5th Annual Hero Walk & Family 
Fest at Busse Woods. Thanks to you, this 
community event continues to grow and 
build more awareness for people with 
disabilities at Little City.



Our Mission
Since 1959, Little City has been dedicated to serving children and 

adults with autism and other intellectual and developmental disabilities 

by providing the best options and opportunities to live safely, learn 

continuously, explore creatively, and work productively throughout their 

lifetime. By inspiring, advocating, and pursuing success with passion and 

purpose, lives are changed through hope, happiness, and optimism.

Our Vision
To create an inclusive community where each individual and family we 

empower can achieve equity, pursue their dreams, develop meaningful 

connections, and gain the support and skills they need to thrive.

How We Do It
We proactively and continually strive for each person we serve to:

1. Be included in their community

2. Have someone they consider a friend

3. Continuously learn and build their skills

Learn more at www.littlecity.org



##

www.littlecity.org

MAIN CAMPUS | (847) 358-5510
1760 W. Algonquin Road • Palatine, IL 60067

EXECUTIVE OFFICE | (847) 358-5510
1610 W. Colonial Parkway • Inverness, IL 60067

CHICAGO FOSTER CARE OFFICE | (773) 265-1539
700 North Sacramento, Suite 201 • Chicago, IL 60612

COUNTRYSIDE CENTER | (847) 438-8799
2360 Palmer Drive • Schaumburg, IL 60173

JOLIET FOSTER CARE OFFICE | (331) 276-5078
116 N. Chicago Street, Suite 301 • Joliet, IL 60432

MATTESON FOSTER CARE OFFICE | (331) 276-5080
600 Town Center Road, Suite 350 • Matteson, IL 60443

GRAYSLAKE CENTER | (847) 336-1700
144 Commerce Drive • Grayslake, IL 60030


