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STARTING WITH YOU



Our Mission
Since 1959, Little City has been dedicated to serving children and 

adults with autism and other intellectual and developmental disabilities 

by providing the best options and opportunities to live safely, learn 

continuously, explore creatively, and work productively throughout their 

lifetime. By inspiring, advocating, and pursuing success with passion and 

purpose, lives are changed through hope, happiness, and optimism.

Our Vision
To create an inclusive community where each individual and family we 

empower can achieve equity, pursue their dreams, develop meaningful 

connections, and gain the support and skills they need to thrive.
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Because of You,
Transformation Takes Root 
Dear Little City Friends, 

2025 was a remarkable year at 
Little City — one defined by growth, 
transformation, and renewed purpose.  

Every milestone we reach and every life we touch is 
possible because of you. Your generosity and steadfast 
commitment to our mission make all the difference 
for the children and adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (IDD), autism, and behavioral 
health needs who depend on us.

This year, your support helped us expand access to 
critical services, such as a new Community Behavioral 
Health Clinic in Chicago and our new Life in Motion 
day program. Our Center for Education continues to 
thrive and support students with the highest support 
needs, and we broke ground for the new Bell Family Arts 
Center, just to name a few.

From innovative programs that foster independence 
and inclusion, to new spaces that inspire creativity, 
skill-building, and connection, to our high-achieving 
Special Olympics teams, the impact of your giving is 
evident every day in the lives of those we serve.

The challenges facing people with disabilities – and the 
funding systems that support them – remain real and 

ongoing, and we continue our fierce advocacy at both 
the state and federal levels.

While the road ahead may feel uncertain, we remain 
“productively paranoid,” staying vigilant, informed, 
and responsive, and never losing sight of the hope and 
confidence that ground us. Regardless of the curveballs 
thrown our way, we will face them together.

As we look ahead, we are filled with optimism for what’s 
next. Together, we will continue to build a future where 
everyone can learn, grow, and thrive – no matter the 
challenges they face.

Thank you for being an essential part of the Little City 
family. Your partnership is what allows hope to 
flourish and transformation to take root. We believe 
wholeheartedly that, with you by our side, we will 
continue to make our vision a reality every single day.

With appreciation,

Rich Bobby					   
Chief Executive Officer			 

Heather Ritter
Chair, Little City Board of Directors 



Thanks to the leading generosity from Julie Bell and 
IKEA, the fully renovated and reimagined Bell Family 
Arts Center will offer Little City artists a transformative 
space to explore digital art, textiles, ceramics, and 
more. And with a public gallery, artists will be able to 
connect their creativity to the community.

A New Chapter for Creativity: 
Bell Family Arts Center 
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Christine’s Creativity is 
Shining Because of You
No program at Little City is experiencing a 
greater transformation than our celebrated 
arts program – and no one is embracing 
that transformation more fully than 
Christine. And it’s a transformation 
made possible because of you. 

Christine has been part of the Little City arts program 
through its peak years, its COVID-era shutdown, and now 
its energetic resurgence. With every twist and turn, she 
transformed alongside it. From pottery in the pre-COVID 
studio, to weekly coloring packets during the shutdown, 
to painting at the Recreation Center today, Christine has 
shown that creativity can thrive through any transition.

This year, as the arts program prepares for another major 
milestone – the opening of the fully reimagined Bell Family 
Arts Center – Christine’s renewed focus and commitment 
have helped inspire others to re-engage. Your support 
is what ensures artists like Christine have access to 
consistent, meaningful opportunities to grow and 
express themselves.

“Getting the artists to really care about their work  
again has been a big focus,” said Art Center Educator  
and Coordinator, Elizabeth Stafford. “Many came in 
wanting to rush through projects – maybe from having 
experienced the shutdown before. Letting them know you 
can work on a piece for more than a week is important, 
and Christine really embraced that. She’s done amazing 
work that gets noticed.”

Thanks to a state grant and your generosity 
 – including transformative support from board member 
Julie Bell – the new Bell Family Arts Center will expand  
opportunities in digital art, textiles, ceramics, and  
other mediums, and will include a public gallery 
connecting artists to the community and future  
buyers. The new center will also feature a fully 
operational cafe space for vocational training in sales and 
customer service. This next chapter simply wouldn’t be  
possible without donors like you.

As more artists return and new participants join for 
the first time, Christine’s example will help guide them 
through this exciting transformation.
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Where Opportunity Meets 
Possibility: Chris’ Story
Sometimes all it takes is a change in 
scenery to spark a transformation. 

Chris had been part of Little City’s Autism Spectrum 
Engagement (ASE) program for over a decade and had 
fallen into a routine. Quiet and reserved, he enjoyed  
walks, activities at his desk, and solving puzzles – but 
Glenda Dike, Life Skills Supervisor, noticed he was 
becoming disengaged. 

“He would just have low energy at times, keep his head on 
his desk, and not want to do much,” said Glenda, who has 
worked with Chris for nearly 10 years. “I knew getting this 
new space would be a chance for Chris and everyone in 
the program to find new passions and engage with each 
other more.” 

That transformation began with the fall 2025 
completion of the renovated ASE space at Little City's 
Countryside Center. The new environment is bright, 

dynamic, and spacious, with natural light streaming 
through large windows, dedicated stations for activities, 
foosball and giant Connect Four games, and wide-open 
areas for exercise and movement.

A space generously funded by donors like you.

And the results were immediate. Chris and his peers 
became more active, social, and engaged. “Being 
surrounded by natural light and having space for sensory 
items and new activities has made a huge difference,” 
Glenda said. “Chris is always moving now – not just 
walking, but collaborating, playing games, and exploring. 
We’ve seen a real transformation in everyone.” 

Because the ASE program serves participants with  
the highest support needs, donors like you play a  
critical role in providing spaces and experiences like  
this expansion onsite that helps each individual grow, 
practice independence, and discover new interests.

“Chris is always moving 
now – not just walking, but 
collaborating, playing games, 
and exploring. We’ve seen a 
real transformation in him and 
others in the ASE program.”



AN
N

U
AL

 R
EP

O
RT

 2
0

25
  |

  L
IT

TL
E 

C
IT

Y

10

TR
AN

SF
O

RM
AT

IO
N

S 
 | 

 R
EC

RE
AT

IO
N

Karen’s Journey:  
From Shy to Active
Karen had been involved with Little City programs for 
years, but she rarely stepped outside her comfort zone. 

In 2025, everything changed when 
she started saying yes – bringing her 
greater happiness, better health, and a 
year rich with achievement. 

“Karen never really got involved much with our recreation 
program before, but I am so proud of the big changes 
she took on this past year,” said Katlyn Shute, Adult 
Recreation Therapist and Special Olympics Head Coach. 
“She tried volleyball for the first time, went to state for 
bocce ball and won silver, joined the choir, and became so 
active. You can see how happy it makes her.” 

Katlyn noted that Karen had always been shy and 
reserved, but trying volleyball helped her overcome fears 
of not being good enough or letting her team down. 
Once she embraced new experiences, Karen began 
participating in more activities and became a regular, 
attending recreation programs four times a week.

“It was night and day when she realized she didn’t have 
to be the best to try something new,” Katlyn said. Karen 

started saying yes to challenges and transformed her 
routine, her confidence, and her health. 

The recreation program offers a wide range of  
activities that promote social, emotional, and physical 
wellbeing – from swimming and basketball to cooking 
classes and choir. In 2025, a new partnership with 
Harper College gave participants access to additional  
gym space, creating even more opportunities to engage 
with the community. 

Karen says she loves all the activities she’s exploring and 
is even giving basketball a try, despite occasional nerves.

“She’s grown so much this year,” Katlyn said. "She’s  
even beginning to tackle some of the tasks that aren’t  
as enjoyable—like strength training and conditioning—
and it’s had an enormous impact on her. She tells me  
she is feeling better and has more energy. I’m so proud  
of her.” 

This is the power of your support – 
helping friends like Karen overcome their 
challenges and experience an amazing 
transformation.

“She started saying yes to challenges 
and transformed her routine, her 
confidence, and her health.” 



“For Tony, it quickly became 
a place where he could try 
new things, meet new people, 
and grow in ways that felt 
meaningful to him.” 
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A New Program Designed 
Around Possibility
Tony’s story has been one of 
remarkable transformation – marked  
by newfound confidence, friendships, and 
a growing sense of independence. 

When Tony joined Little City’s new Life in Motion  
program in May 2025, he was stepping into a 
flexible, person-centered day program designed 
to help people explore interests, build community 
connections, and strengthen everyday life skills.

For Tony, it quickly became a place where he could try 
new things, meet new people, and grow in ways that felt 
meaningful to him. 

Emily Griffin, Life in Motion Coordinator, said watching 
Tony open up and discover what he enjoys has been one 
of the highlights of the year. 

Tony embraced the spirit right away. He bonded  
with other participants and staff almost immediately  
and began saying “yes” to a wide range of experiences 
– swimming on campus, movie outings, bowling, 
museums, and more. Each new activity helped him grow 
more confident in community settings, while building 
skills that support greater independence. 

That growing confidence has carried over into his  
goals for the future. Tony is now participating in job 
training and has begun exploring job development 
opportunities with Little City. With his strong social 
skills and can-do attitude, he hopes to move toward 
community-based employment. 

“A lot of our participants regressed during COVID  
and lost some of those skills and habits that come  
with being out in the community,” Emily said. “Now we 
have people going home and asking their parents to take 
them places and they can stop in grocery stores and help 
with that – it’s been great to see.” 

Tony’s journey last year shows what’s possible when 
someone is supported, encouraged, and given the chance 
to grow – one new experience at a time. 



“They really love him and 
support him there and when 
you have someone doing this 
kind of hard work who just 
really loves coming to work 
every day, it helps everybody.” 
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Joseph’s Path to  
Community Employment
Joseph Reinhard has never shied away 
from hard work, which is exactly what 
helped him find the kind of hard work that 
changed his life.

In March 2025, Joseph joined Little City’s Employment First 
program – a service that extends beyond traditional Little 
City residents and participants to assist more people with 
disabilities in the community. Robert Hadden, a job coach 
for Employment First, took on Joseph’s case and said the 
hard work started right away.

“From the start, Joseph was proactive and knew 
what he could and wanted to do. He was very 
engaged in the process,” Robert said. “The challenges 
came up in the interviewing process. We went through 
a lot of interviews trying to get him hired and it wasn’t 
panning out, and it was tough to know why.” 
  
The lack of early success was difficult to figure out at 
first, Robert said, because Joseph communicates well 
and works hard, but the managers conducting interviews 
didn’t always give feedback. Like many people who go 
through Employment First, Joseph does not have as 
noticeable or as severe developmental disabilities as 
many Little City participants, which can make the hiring 
process more confusing for employers.  
 
While Joseph is quite personable, Robert said he 
discovered it caused issues in the interview process 
employers didn’t fully understand.  

“He loves people so he would sometimes interact with 
them like he had known them for a long time, asking what 
they did that weekend, if they had gone fishing (since 
Joseph loves fishing), just questions you shouldn’t ask 
in an interview,” Robert said. “So, I worked with him on 
sticking to the questions at hand and asking situation-
based questions if he had any for them. And he really got 
the hang of it.”  

Not long after Joseph improved his interviewing skills, he 
landed a job at Hines Components in Kirkland working as 
a general laborer both inside the warehouse and outside 
when needed.

Joseph now works full-time, five days a week, and drives 
himself an hour each way to get to work. He said he 
loves the job and the people he works with. He’s so 
eager he will often get there half an hour early or 
more and will wait for his shift to start.

Robert said that Hines has been an incredible start to 
Joseph’s work life and believes it will only continue to  
get better.

“They really love him and support him there 
and when you have someone doing this kind 
of hard work who just really loves coming to 
work every day, it helps everybody,” Robert 
said. “He’s doing a great job.” 
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Aubrey’s Story: Transforming 
Challenges into Opportunities 
It was overwhelming for Aubrey at first. 

Transitioning from the quiet of home-based services 
to Little City’s Center for Education introduced her to a 
world of classrooms, students, and staff she wasn’t used 
to. She struggled to communicate and manage emotions 
triggered by the new experiences and stimulation. 

“She was pretty scared coming into a new school and 
being around new people. She didn’t have the skills to 
help her be in a school,” said Imani Roberts, Aubrey’s 
social worker. “She’d display some aggression and had a 
hard time with emotions.” 

Aubrey began in the THRIVE Program, designed for 
students with the highest level of support needs. 
Small classrooms, one-to-one support, and a half-day 
schedule helped her adjust.

Over time, it became clear that she could be independent 
and make significant strides when given direction  
and space to work. For someone who once relied on 
constant support to regulate emotions, this was a  
major transformation. 

“I didn’t work with her right from the beginning,  
so I was really surprised to see how independent  
she was and how good she was at following  
directions based on her history,” said Kevin Medema,  
Aubrey’s Board Certified Behavior Analyst. “She still  
has things to work on, but she went from always needing 
that physical contact from other people to help regulate 
emotions to doing it pretty quickly on her own.” 

By fall 2025, Aubrey was joining larger classrooms 
for art, music, and gym. After winter break, she had 
fully phased out of THRIVE. 

Though only in seventh grade and at the school  
for less than two years, her progress has been so 
remarkable that she is on track to thrive in her home 
school district’s special education program. 

“Based on the progress she has made and the  
skills she has developed, I have no doubt she will  
move past the need for Little City and be able to  
go to school in her home district,” Kevin said.  
“She’s progressed so quickly and has done  
such a great job here.” 

“By fall 2025, Aubrey was 
joining larger classrooms 
for art, music, and gym. 
After winter break, she had 
fully phased out of THRIVE.” 



“It can be such a physical job, 
and Jimmy has a unique 
ability to handle that and a 
passion for doing the work.” 
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A New Passion  
Blossomed for Jimmy
A transformation can be as simple as 
redirecting energy into a new passion. 

Jimmy, long known as one of Little City’s top athletes, 
has won gold medals in powerlifting, led flag football and 
basketball teams, and participated in nearly every Special 
Olympics event he could.  

In 2025, that same drive and athleticism sparked a 
new passion – horticulture. 

“I had actually been trying to recruit Jimmy for a couple 
years,” said Wayne Johnson, Horticulture Manager.  
“He’s been such a huge help with our fields and  
doing a lot of the hard work that some of the others  
can’t physically do.” 

The horticulture program is known for its  
greenhouses and beautiful plant arrangements,  
but much of the work happens in two large outdoor 
fields. Jimmy quickly became an integral part of  
planting and harvesting, using equipment such as  
land rollers, wheelbarrows, and shovels to prep fields, 
move soil, and tackle tough digging.  

Jimmy’s enthusiasm has him spending nearly all day on 
Wednesdays in the program, contributing to everything 
from planting hundreds of pounds of tomatoes for the 
Harvest Stand to preparing fields for pumpkin season. 
The second field posed particular challenges this year, 
including concrete and deeply rooted invasive weeds. 
Jimmy’s physical ability and dedication made it possible to 
get the work done safely and efficiently. 

“It can be such a physical job, and Jimmy has a unique ability 
to handle that and a passion for doing the work,” Wayne 
said. “He did some planting with his family in the past, and 
this has given him a chance to do that kind of work again 
and he really loves it and has been great to work with.” 

Jimmy’s success in horticulture has even opened doors 
to potential community-based work. Wayne has already 
connected with Goebbert’s Farm, a large family farm 
attraction in the area, to explore opportunities for Jimmy 
in planting and harvesting. 

With Jimmy’s energy and dedication, 2026 is shaping up 
to be one of the most bountiful years yet for Little City’s 
horticulture program! 

19



AN
N

U
AL

 R
EP

O
RT

 2
0

25
  |

  L
IT

TL
E 

C
IT

Y

20

TR
AN

SF
O

RM
AT

IO
N

S 
 | 

 O
FF

IC
ER

S 
&

 B
O

AR
D

 O
F 

D
IR

EC
TO

RS

Officers & Board 
of Directors
Board 
Officers

BOARD CHAIR | HEATHER RITTER, Daily Herald Media Group
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT | AMAR H. KAPADIA, Alvarez & Marsal
VICE PRESIDENT | NICK HELMER, Law Offices of Nick Helmer
VICE PRESIDENT | LIZ SEVERYNS, Focus Consulting Group
VICE PRESIDENT | JENNIFER GAVELEK, Alliant Financial Services
SECRETARY | CHAD WERKEMA, Motorola Solutions, Inc.
ASSISTANT SECRETARY | GREGORY BURNS
TREASURER | ANDREW D. RICHMOND, Cornerstone Research, Inc.
ASSISTANT TREASURER | DAVID PFAU, Hive10, LLC

Board of 
Directors

JULIE BELL
ELENI P. BOUSIS, Hippocratic Cancer Research Foundation
B. TIMOTHY DESMOND, Property Management Advisors, Inc.
WILLIAM CHEPULIS, Zurich North America
JOHN M. DUFFEY
RIT FAISAL, Spherade, Inc.
CHARLES G. FERGUS
ALEXANDER A. GIANARAS, Transformer Manufacturers, Inc.
JEFF JULIAN, Harper College
SEAN K. MORAN, KPMG LLP
BRAD OBUCHOWSKI, PricewaterhouseCoopers
ISAAC QURESHI, Healthy Smiles of La Grange
KADER SAKKARIA, Upliftarray, LLC

Board of 
Advisors

TIMOTHY BLEUHER, Department of Building and Zoning of Cook County
RANDI B. BLUME, BMO Harris Bank
PAUL A. CASTIGLIONE, States Attorney Office
AMIT CHOKSI, Illinois College of Optometry
KEVIN J. CONBOY, IBM Corporation
NEIL R. COOPER, Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC 
THOMAS J. DART, Sheriff’s Office of Cook County, Illinois
LINCOLN D. GERMAIN, Honeywell International
HONORABLE JONATHAN CLARK GREEN,  
Judge at Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois

JAMES W. HARTWELL, Essex, LLC
ANDRIUS KASPARAITIS, Comcast Business Enterprise Solutions
ADNAN KHAN, Slalom
MICHAEL L. MOKATE
MARCUS D. MONTANYE, CIBC Bank USA
DAVID A. ROSE, The Dorothy Rose Living Trust
JENNIFER ROSENBLUM, Alliant Insurance Services
JACK SHUM, Jack Shum Development, Inc.
ANSHUMAN VAIDYA, U.S. Department of the Treasury
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Executive 
Team

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER | RICH BOBBY
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER | KELLY EVANS
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER | MICHAEL SCHULTZ
CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER | TINA MARACCINI
CHIEF HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICER | TRACY DUDEK
CHIEF OF COMMUNICATIONS & EXTERNAL AFFAIRS | ANN MORRIS
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, RESIDENTIAL & SCHOOL SERVICES | LONNIE RANDALL
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, FAMILY & COMMUNITY SERVICES | EMILY RAWSKY
VICE PRESIDENT, FACILITIES & TRANSPORTATION | MARK BURRAGE
VICE PRESIDENT, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY | ALI ENTEZAR
VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT & EMPLOYMENT | GREG HALLORAN
VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAM QUALITY & SUPPORTS | THERESA MORAN
VICE PRESIDENT, CHILD & FAMILY SERVICES| NICOLE TERRELL-BEDELL

Associate 
Board

Board 
Emeritus

ALEX ALEXANDROUCO-CHAIR | ANDY RISTAU
CO-CHAIR | ERIC GREEN
SOCIAL MEDIA CHAIR | GRACE RITTER
LAURA DIERKING
ABIGAIL FISCHER
ALEX GLOWACKI
SIYUN HUR
REBECCA SCHLESINGER
ASHLEY JOHNSON SEKULIC
AMY CORTEZ SMITH
RYAN VAN STEDUM
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Corporate, 
Foundation, & 
Individual Donors
Platinum
($100,000+)

Gold
($50,000-$99,999)

Silver
($25,000-$49,999)

Bronze
($10,000-$24,999)

Julie B. Carson*
The Coleman Foundation, Inc.
Illinois Department  
of Commerce and  
Economic Opportunity

Elk Grove Township
Joseph Gallagher
Hanover Township
Russell and Josephine Kott 
Memorial Charitable Trust

Rick Bertolozzi
Larry & Cathy Bertolozzi
Boyle Family Foundation
Gregory & Kathleen Burns

Lola Tauber Testamentary 
Trust Account

Elsie Baehr*
Julie Bell/Julie Bell Living Trust
George Bisk*
The John M. Bremer Living Trust

Village of Schaumburg
Eleni & Dimitrios Bousis
B. Timothy & Nancy Desmond 
Discover Financial Services
Edelstein Charitable Trust

The Alaska Community 
Foundation, David  
Schnabel's Fund
Aldridge Gives Foundation

Inspired Investment 
Leadership

Illinois Department of  
Human Services
Illinois Department of 
Healthcare and Family Services

Richard A. Perritt Charitable 
Foundation
Mark & Amy Rakoczy
Jane Wilson and David 
Mayhew Stone Charitable Trust

Lillian B. Churchill
Circle of Friends
Cole-Crone Family Foundation
Robert Curtis

TTSG, Inc.

Steven Frank Piasecki 
Irrevocable Trust 
Regional Transportation 
Authority (RTA)
Joan Siegel*

Township of Schaumburg
Vernon Township
Village of Arlington Heights
David & Jennifer Watson
George & Dimitra Zervas

Equipment Depot
Alec K. and Viena P. Gianaras 
Foundation/Alexander Gianaras
Mary Carol & David Grabill

Partners in Transformation Bronze
($10,000-$24,999)
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Executive  
Director’s 
Circle
($5,000-$9,999)

Ambassador’s
Club 
($2,500-$4,999)
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CIBC Bank USA
Coeur Mining, Inc.
Columbus Memorial Club
Daily Herald Media Group
Diane Daubenspeck 
Amy & Ryan DeWitte
Ernst & Young LLP
Rit & Mehetab Faisal
Charles & Betty Fergus
Susan Fried
Timothy & Valerie Fu
John & Mary Jo George
Terry & Renee Graber/  
Graber Charitable Foundation
Pamela & Gregory Greene
Nick J. Helmer 
Hive10, LLC
Hockfield & Associates, Inc.
Edward & Andrea Hockfield
Jack & Kathleen Horn

Stanley Bernard
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Blanchard Family Trust
Jason Block
Cadence Design Systems, Inc.
Richard & Margaret Cagney
Pamella & Alfredo  Capitanini
Gilda M. Castiglione

Motorola Solutions Foundation
Performance Wealth Partners
Andrew & Kim Richmond
Michael & Sandra Ricketts
Mark Ritchie
Dale & Leanna Rublaitus
Azam  Saeed
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A Alert Security Services, Inc
Norman & Susan Abazoris/ 
Norman & Susan Abazoris 
Foundation
Bruce Adreani/ 
Adreani Foundation
Akerman LLP
Argonne National Laboratory
Robert Bernstein
Phyllis R. Betts
Bloomingdale Township
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
BMO Private Bank
Rich & Jaime Bobby
Bruce Braun & Diane Saltoun
Constance Bruce
Christella Buchberger
Byline Bank
Capital Group

All Saints Lutheran Church
Alliant Insurance Services
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Nancy T. Angsten
Bank of America/Merrill Lynch
Vince Baratta
Bruce Beerbower
Sarah Beldon

Jonathan & Monica Green
Jeff & Vicki Heise
Illinois Tool Works
Jackson National Life Insurance
Kaye B. Karch & Jerry Rubin*
Marvin and Kay Lichtman 
Foundation, Inc.

Amar & Shikha Kapadia
Tony & Lori Khanuk
Housh & Dawn Khoshbin
Ellen Kolegar
Robert Kolmin
Robert Koshkarian
Bruce & Cynthia Lubin
Michael & Brooke Mandrea
John B. McCauley
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Cathy Merkel
Don Meyer
Sean K. Moran
Motorola Solutions, Inc.
David & Cynthia Mottram
Edward & Jean Murphy
Bradley & Noreen Obuchowski 
Omron Foundation Inc.
Palatine Township

Yining E. Chen
Doris K. Christopher
City Paymaster
John & Lisa Cooper
Michael G. Davros
DePaolo Zadeikis & Pino
Wendy Donahue
Martin* & Gail Dooley

Randall & Elizabeth Sass
Matthew & Tina Schubert
Charles and M.R. Shapiro 
Foundation, Inc.
Todd A. Smith
Henry Smogolski/Smogolski 
Family Charitable Trust

Herman & Katherine  
Peters Foundation
David Pfau
Alexander S. Pissios/Alexander 
S. Pissios Family Foundation
Michael J. & Donna Polelle
Isaac Qureshi
Omar Rihani
The Dorothy Rose Living Trust
Paul & Joan Rubschlager 
Foundation
Sysco Chicago, Inc.
TIAA
Uline, Inc.
Gladys Warchal*
Wipfli LLP
Nancy & Joseph Wohlhart
Hal & Cindy Wolken
Andreas & Maria Zervas
Andrew J. Zych

Dugan & Lopatka CPA's PC
Carolin G. Faytle
Megan Feeney
Michael Fergus
Jenny Finkel
Andrew C. & Karen M. Flis
Frechette Family Foundation
Robert & Geri Friedman

Ioannis & Eleni Theoharis
Amy & Andrew Voss
Daniel Walsh
Chad Werkema
Wheeling Township
Chris & Helen Zervas
Zurich North America
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Leadership 
Club
($1,000-$2,499)

Ambassador’s
Club 
($2,500-$4,999)

Corporate, Foundation, & Individual Donors 

Donald F. Bouseman
Matthew D. Broomfield
Paul A. Brune
Christine S. Bucko
Cheri Bustos
Maja Cajic
Mario E. Caruso
Paul A. Castiglione
CEC Educational Services, LLC
William & Nicole Chepulis
Chevron Humankind Program
Debra & Arthur Clamage
Community Consolidated 
School District 89
Vincent & Sheila Connor
Lynne M. Conroy
Laurie & Ernest Corsi
Stephen & Candace Daly
Thomas & Susan DaMario
Gwendolyn A. Damico
Jean & James Day
Donna De St Aubin
Vince DiMeo

Randall & Carol Long
Scott Martin
Joseph & Mary Jo McMahon
Meltzer, Purtill & Stelle LLC
Carol L. Meyer
Kenneth M. &  
Theresa M. Mihalka
Michael & Anita Miller
Mizuho Matching Gift Program
Michael J. Naumann
Carrie Nelson Harnen
Old World Industries

Nicholas D. Adams
Kelechi Adibe
John L. Aikin
Allstate Giving Campaign/
United Way
George Apostolopoulos
Aunt Martha's Health & Wellness
Andrew & Terri Balbirer
Robin Barker
Barrington Township
Stacey & Daniel Barrins
Richard Bauer
Richard and Philis Beilfuss 
Family Trust
Karel L. Bekker
Lee Benish
Norman L. Berven &  
Barbara A. Mittelstaedt-Berven
Catherine Bishop
Sara & Luke Blanshard
Richard & Carole Blazek
Michael & Nina Blechman
Christiane Bock

Lionel & Mary Go
Eric Green
Benjamin & Jean Haak
Stephen Troy Hajdukovic
The Horton Group, Inc.
Jackson National  
Community Fund
JaMar Packaging
JP Morgan Chase
James & Allen Kaplan
Thomas & Kathleen Kemp
Dussias Wittenberg 
Koenigsberger LLP

Carl & Karen Dohn
Patrick & Therese Donoghue
John Dorn
Shannon C. Doyle
Draper and Kramer Inc.
Dykema Gossett PLLC
Edward Jones
Bob  Ernst
Kelly & Paul Evans
Jerry & Elissa Feig
Sunil Gaitonde
Benjamin Garner
Thomas P. & Etta L. Garrity Trust
Jennifer Gavelek
Howard & Ellen Gebel
Stephen Genest
Rob & Colleen Getz
David F. Girard
James Grey
Bruce Amsterdam* & Ilene 
Grossman
Steve A. Haar
James I. Hajek

Jeff & Patricia Penner
Robert Reed
Heather Ritter
Richard S. Rosenstein
Roger Rosentreter & Ann DeBolt
Kenneth Schwartz
Charlene Seaman
Michael H. Secoy
Corey Severyns 
Elizabeth Severyns 
George Silca
Peter & Efie Spyropoulos

Robert & Lisa Hamer
Ann E. Hanson
Nancy S. & John R. Hartung
Gary A. Heine
Robert & Judith Hinrichs
The Hogan Family Charitable 
Fund
John & Marianne Hogan
Thomas & Pamela Howell
Karen Hunter
Michael & Christine Hurley
Illinois State Council  
K of C Charities, Inc.
Andrew Janik
Quentin & Elizabeth Johnson
Joliet Junior Women's Club
The Joslin Foundation
Jeff Julian
Joy Kellman
Cheri Kellman-Turek
Edward Kent
Joshua H. Khoshbin
Michael & Carol Killian

Alex Theoharis
Robert Tober
Mr. Darryl L. Van Kampen
Paul & Victoria Vestuto
Lindsay A. Wall
Mary A. Watson Trust
Brad Weber
Thomas J. Wedell
Richard D. Werdell
Richard & Barbara Wrona
The Zurich Foundation

Leadership 
Club
($1,000-$2,499)

Advocate’s
Club
($500-$999)
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Ian H. Mattern
Richard & Helen McFarlane
Michael & Ann McLaughlin
Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
Tiffany Miles
Christopher Miller
William & Ellen Montgomery
Moore & Van Allen PLLC
Mount Prospect Lions 
Charities, Inc
Jerome Mrowca
Eli Mulligan
John & Jan Mussar
Richard & Debra Naponelli
Claude & Paula Nickell
Northern Trust Charitable 
Giving Program
Nicholas & Caroline Nudo
Andrew & Doreen Oleszczuk
Carole & George Olsen
Cole & Danelle Parker
Manish Patel
Nipesh Patel
Floyd & Linda Perkins
Thomas & Betty Philipsborn
Igor & Anita Polonsky
James Rawsky

Manikandan Balasubramaniyan
Elizabeth Ballis 
James P. Bandman
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Daniel Barnes
Starrlena  Baum
Lana J. Baumeister
Lisa Becker
Belleville School District 118 
Lois Bernhard

Kenneth & Suzan Kolmin/  
The Kolmin Charitable Fund
Stephen & Cherylanne Kolmin
Loukas Kozonis
J. Krug & Associates, Inc.
Larry & Claudia Kubinski
Kenneth D. Kuratko
Richard Kurzawski
M. Jack & Genevieve Lambrecht
The Lambrecht Family Living Trust
Janet & Ralph Langton
Louis & Betsy LaPaglia
Lathan & Watki LLP
Rovis Lee
Richard & Grace Lehner
David Levene
Craig Levin
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Olivia Lockett
Merrily Lockwood
Steve & Margaret Lombardo
Max & Sondra Lorig
David Maday
Paul & Marisa Mahon
Merry Ann & Roger Malcolm
Thomas & Mary Malia

AbbVie Foundation Employee 
Engagement Fund
Carol Adelman
Mohammad & Selina Ahmed
Debra Alde
Margaret Amato
Stefanie Anderson
Patricia A. Andjelkovich
Mark & Gail Andrulis
Daniel Atanassov

Raymond James Charitable 
Endowment Fund
Judith & Harold Redelsperger
Joyce K. Redelsperger
Dave & Julie Reich
Joanne & Gregory Remington
Mark & Ellen Richmond
Andrew John Ristau
Roger & Barbara Ritzman
The RJN Foundation, Inc.
Michael & Deborah Rohrwasser
David Rose
Rotary Club of Palatine Foundation
Steven Safran
Patrick Scheibler
Roger & Carolyn Schellenberger
Nicholas & Christine Schlageter
Joseph J. Schuler
Michael J. Schultz
Ann & Dan Schuster
The Schwaben Society Charity 
Fund
SEGUIN Services
Carol Serra
Derrick Shannonhouse
Paul & Diane Spanier
Irwin & Wendy Steinberg

Gerald & Annette Blumberg
Charles & Martha Bonifield
Margaret & Kevin Brewner
Terrel & Marcia Brostoff
Kenneth H. Brown
William & Jennifer Buesing
Mary Jo Buffo
Mark Burrage
Roger & Becky Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cantz

Josh Steinfeld & Marissa Hockfield
Guy & Theresa Tagliavia
Larry & Kathryn Tarkington
TarryTown Pharmacy
Eduardo Tellez
Jeffrey & Lisa Tertel
Harold & Judy Ticktin  
Charitable Foundation
UBS Financial Services
Avinash Vaidya
Steven J. Vallort
Robert & Jan Van Iten
Allison Vangerpen
Village of Hanover Park
Village of Grayslake
Paul L. Vilmur
Vistex, Inc.
John W. Walton & Sally Schultz
Mike Watson
Wauconda Township
William & Lois White
Susan Whitney
Douglas S. Winer
Tom Winkelman
Winston & Strawn, LLP
Kenneth & Anita Youga
Ellen R. Zemel

Frank* & Barbara Castiglione
Rodney Christo
Bradford  Clark
Mark Comin & Marci Rinkoff
Cornerstone Research, Inc.
Michael Cusick
Antoni & Barbara Czupryna
Adele Daskalakis
The Russell & Frieda  
DeYong Foundation
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Advocate’s
Club
($500-$999)

Corporate, Foundation, & Individual Donors 
William & Arlene Genell
Meg George
Hinda S. Gilbert
Dan & Kim Gleason
Garret  Gleffe
Brian Goldberg
Ronald & Sheri Golden
Byron & Carol Goldenhersh
Ben Goren
Paul & Cheryl Gosiewski
Jeffrey Gottlieb
Paul & Barbara Grabowski
Donald Gralen
Steven & Judy Greenberg
Donald & Barbara Groscop
GSD
Jason Guerra
Robert D. Hambrick
Edward & Rose Marie Hampel
John L. Hangey
Philip & Tracy Hannon
Tom Hansen
William Rainey Harper College
Christina Harper
Thomas K. Hartman
William & Deborah Hartmann
Kevin & Cynthia Hayes
Judith Hedlund
Jeffrey Heksh
Sue Hildebrandt
Donald & Sandra Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. David Hoffman
Housh's Construction Co
Inverness Professional 
Firefighters Local 3764
David Jackson
Carol & John Jansson

Thomas J. Debartolo
Monica DeBartolo
Thomas DeGroh
Emanuel & Cheryl DeSantis
Scott Dessing
Gerard Dever
Gisel Dexter
Anthony & Patricia Donato
Madeleine Doubek
Robert & Beth Driscoll
Tracy Dudek
Sunena Duggal
Patricia G. Echols
Edward Jones
Shelly Engelhardt
William & Suzanne Farr
Cheryl M. Fergus
James Fergus
John & Cheryl Ferroli
Robert & Maurita Fischer
Daniel & Stacey Fishbein
Karen Flasch
Donald & Gail Forlani
William & Deborah Fox
George & Bettina Francis
James Freeman
Jerrold H. Frumm
Daniel & Nancy Fu
Patty E. Ganas
Elizabeth B. Ganitopoulos
Keith W. Gardeck
Lynn Gelfand

Araceli P. Jimenez
Paul & Elisabeth Johnson
Pamela & Fred Johnson
Kimberly T. Joseph
Richard A. Jurs
Gregory & Sharon Kaczmarek
Visha Kalthia
Matt  Kapusta
Patrick & Kathleen Kearney
Krishna Keelapatla
Hai Chiang Keh
Sanghee Kim-Ansbro
James & Virginia Kintz
Kiwanis Club of Palatine
Melvin J. Klein
Evangel Angelo Kokkino
Mark Kooi
Robert D. Kreisman
Sean Kruskol
Kathryn E. Kussro
Joan M. Kutyba
Holly Laabs
Dr. & Mrs. Francis J. Lamberta
Kenneth & Judith Landeck
Linda LaPorte
Mr. & Mrs. William Lawlor, III
Richard and Carol  
Leonard Foundation
Rhonda Levie
William B. Lieber
Lions Club of Oakbrook Terrace
Thaddeus & Martha Lipinski
Sandra Loebe-Stoken  
& Richard Stoken
John & Eunice Madon
Paul Majewski
Tina & Mark Maraccini
Harrison J. McCorkle

Jean  McLoone
Scott & Eve Mermel/  
The Scott J. Mermel Trust
Marcus & Melissa Montanye
Brendan Moran
Michael & Colleen Moreno
Sandra Morgan Family Trust
Ann & Doug Morris
Mark S. Nelson
Mark & Carolyne Nelson
Chance Newingham
Eleni Nikols
Steven M. Bachrach  
& Carmen I. Nitsche
Gregory Noethlich
James & Sylvia O'Donnell
Janet A. Ortaggio
Theodore F. Perlman
Daniel J. Phillips
Thomas J. Pisarczyk
Ruby Poirel
Nicholas Potaczek
Richard A. Potokar
Sharon L. Quarcini
Mark & Marianne Rakoczy
Lonnie & Heather Randall
Joe  Ratzki
Kevin & Tana Reich
Robert & Lucille Reichner
Robert J. Repel
Patricia M. Richards
Christopher & Molly Rider
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Riemer
Jacek Romanski
Rosenson Family Foundation/ 
Harold B. Rosenson
Gary & Constance Rosentreter
Deborah & John Sada

Matt  Sanchez
Randall D. Schmidt
Edith & Matthew Scholten
John Schulz
Robert E. Seitz
Kandra Sellers
Vidhya Selvaraj
Erik Sennet
James D. Shannon
David & Kathy Shine
Josh & Jessica Skolnik
Valerie Slotnick
Michelle Sokolik
James Sommerer
Special Olympics Illinois
Bogdan Stochin
Frank & Irma Stromberg
William J. Tarnacki
Ulfur & Carol Thors
Diane Tonielli
Mark & Margaret Tritschler
David Turner
US Cellular
Anshuman A. Vaidya
Joanne E. Van Natta
Ryan Van Stedum
Taylor Virfil
Tim Ward
James Ware
Samuel Weinstein  
Family Foundation
The Clara Weiss Fund
Bob Withers
Ross J. Wolken
Jacob Womack
Yiorgos Zervas
Todd Zirlin
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Emanuel & Cheryl DeSantis
Janet Dolan
Madeleine Doubek
Paul & Rosalinda Dussault
Shelly Engelhardt
Carolin G. Faytle
Brian & Margaret Fergus
Charles & Betty Fergus
Cheryl M. Fergus
John & Cheryl Ferroli
James & Mary Ann Fijalkiewicz
Susan M. Finis
James Freeman
Frank & Heidi Giersch
Dale Gomez
Paul & Cheryl Gosiewski
Susan F. & Frederick Gourley
Mary Carol & David Grabill
Paul & Barbara Grabowski
Eric Green
Steve A. Haar
Amanda Hampton
Anonymous
Kevin & Cynthia Hayes
Michael Haynes
Sharon Heath
Darice Heine
Dennis Heine

Charles & Mary Albrecht
Debra Alde
Peter Alderson
Stefanie Anderson
Mark & Gail Andrulis
Gerard & Rosemary Aranha
Barbara Bailey
Ruth Barlow
Elaine Beatovic
Farrell Beavers
William P. Bekker
Lois Bernhard
Catherine Bishop
Sidney F. Bosen
Margaret & Kevin Brewner
Marie Brock
Matthew D. Broomfield
Paul & Jane Brown
Gregory & Kathleen Burns
Cynthia Carrasco
Charles & Elizabeth Cavazos
John & Lisa Cooper
James & Sue Daniels
Michael Danielson
John & Eileen Dannegger
Michael DelMedico
Kevin Dempsey
Margery Derby
Renee Derdaele

Michael & Janina Hoffman
Thomas & Pamela Howell
Karyn Hurwich
Tom Jacques
Marilyn Januszko
Kimberly T. Joseph
Edward & Janice Kachinsky
James & Allen Kaplan
Anthony M. Kasalu
Thomas & Kathleen Kemp
Melvin J. Klein
Joe Kocinski
Ellen Kolegar
Carole A. Konetzki
John Kurpiel
Janet & Ralph Langton
David & Carolyn Lawson
Rovis Lee
Joseph & Patricia LiBrizzi
William B. Lieber
Stephen Loftus
Paul R. Lubejko
Michael A. Lueth
Mary S. Lusignan
David Maday
John & Eunice Madon
Linette Matzig
Richard & Helen McFarlane

Alliance Telecom Solutions
Karen E. Meader
Carol L. Meyer
Cary & Pamela Millstein
Michael & Marie Mokate
Michael & Colleen Moreno
Sandra Morgan Family Trust
Ann & Doug Morris
Connie & Dana Moses
Gayle Munie
Maria V. Murphy
Maria Murphy
John & Jan Mussar
Michael Novak
Nicholas & Caroline Nudo
Janis Nusbaum
Bradley Obuchowski & Organization PwC
Debra Ogletree
Randall M. Oya
Deepak Panda
Adam M. Petraglia
Marilyn Peyton
Donald & Cathy Popp
Janet K. Powers
Carol Pranschke
Michael R. Prisco
S. Michael & Pamela Re
Paula Reed

Audrey L. Reynolds
Michael & Sandra Ricketts
Christopher & Molly Rider
Ann Ripplinger
Heather Ritter
Ramon Ruiz
Sue Saltsberg
Roger & Carolyn Schellenberger
James & Kathleen Secora
Kandra Sellers
Mary & Michael Semik
Mr. & Mrs. Frank P. Serritella
Gerald & Michaeline Sokolowski
Hans Sowa
Nancy W. Stern
Bogdan Stochin
Joe Swierkosz
Ulfur & Carol Thors
Richard Tresley
James & Susan Truesdell
Mark Valenti
Darryl L. Van Kampen
Joanne E. Van Natta
James & Mary Ann Vanaria
Brian & Kristie Wolek
Emerick Youngquist
Steven & Kathleen Zimmermann
Carol Zofkie

Circle of 
Love Donors
Our Circle of Love donors are those who have committed to 
recurring giving. We are so grateful for these individuals who 
give endlessly to change lives all year long at Little City. 

Recurring Giving = Recurring Impact
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In-Kind Gifts  
& Volunteering
Volunteers Theresa Fifarek

Abigail Fischer
Forward Space
Gallagher
Andrez Garcia
Maria G. Garcia
Timothy Gavin
Rob & Colleen Getz
Sharyn J. Goldrich
Lisa P. Gray
Eric Green
Gregory Halloran
David Hernandez Luna
Nicholas Hinkle 
Kimberly Hornstein
IKEA
Binta R. James Auta
Ross Jaske
Paul & Elisabeth Johnson
Adelya T. Kammer
Anthony M. Kasalu
Richard Kimball
Deavian Kimbrough
Josalynn Symone King

Tapasya Atluru
Saniya Bangash
Michael Barootian
Gabrielle M. Bobzin
Jennifer Boland
Peter J. Bonafede
Matthew Bresnahan
Mark Burrage
Shreya Byreddy 
Shannon Carr
Denise Carranco
Michael Cusick
Paul J. Cusimano
Christianna Marie Dalton
Milla Darwis
Jennine L. Day
Katelyn L. Decker
Discover Financial Services
Diana Dizdarevic
Tracy Dudek
Gunnar Dunlap
Ernst & Young LLP
Kelly & Paul Evans
Michelle Fernandez

Denise Kolev
Joseph Kotowski
Agnieszka Kucharski
Victoria L. Largin
Olatunde Lawal
Roksana Lech
Laura Libbey
Bianca Lopez
Cortney M. Lucente
Troy Lymon
Tina Maraccini
Lisa Mariscal
Wendy Mayfield
Joseph A. Mcmanus
MEL
Gloria Meza
Maggie Miles
MMA
Michael Mokate
Theresa Moran
Morningstar
Ann Morris
Doug Morris
Motorola Solutions, Inc.

Mariza P. Muniz
Notre Dame High School
Deana L. Nyenhuis
Jonathan R. Obdin
Omron Electronics Inc.
Omron Foundation Inc.
Paulina Joanna Opalinski
Opus Design Build, LLC.
Jason Passaglia
Toni Passaglia
Pavilion Payments
Perdoceo
Patricia B. Phillips
Pleasant Hill  
Elementary School
Kayla A. Powers
Nicole Pritchard
Camilla Puangco
Mark Ranallo
Lasonya Michelle Reed
Jade Alexis Reitz
Andrew John Ristau
Grace Ritter
Alex Robledo 

Transforming through Time, Talent, and Treasure 

In 2025, volunteers and in-kind donors played an essential role for Little City. From lending their time and talents 
to providing much-needed resources, their generosity enriched programs, supported participants, and helped 
create transformative experiences – proving that every act of giving makes a meaningful difference. 

In-Kind Gifts

Volunteers

Isaac Qureshi 
Jeff & Vicki Heise
Jeffrey Schulz
JEWEL-OSCO Store 3445
Judith Bohrer
Julie Schumer Studio
Just Cause Create Joy
Kendo Brands
Kimmer's Ice Cream
Kohler
Latin Rhythms
Legacy Hospitality
Lou Malnati's Pizzeria
Marcus & Melissa Montanye
Marilyn Fergus
Mario Tricoci Hair Salons
Mark & Marianne Rakoczy
Marletta Darnell 
Metropolis Performing  
Arts Centre
Michael & Jean Regan
Michael F. Koenigsberger, Esq.
Michael J. Schultz
Michael Thomas
Middleby Corporation
Mixtiles
Mojo Spa
Moon Drip
Nick J. Helmer & MPS Law
Nonno Pino's
Noreen Kelly

Michael J. Schultz
Connie L. Scott
Ashley Sekulic
Reese Slobodianuk
Tim Smith
Barron Smith
Rachel Spears

Alec K. and Viena P. Gianaras 
Foundation/Alexander Gianaras
American Legion  
Auxiliary Group
Anthony & Julie Bruno
Basecamp Fitness
Belvedere Banquets
Bloom Floral Design Studio
BOS
Brayden Prough
Brian & Margaret Fergus
Burke Beverage, Inc.
Cheryl M. Fergus
Chicago Fire
Chicago's First Lady Cruises
Cooper's Hawk Donations
Craig & Janet Yamamoto
Curt Wilson
Cy Fredrics Jewelers
Dana Rebecca Designs
Deluxe Crystal Vodka
DineAmic Hospitality
FGMK, LLC
First Ascent Climbing & Fitness
Float Sixty
Go Ape
Gourmet Gift Baskets
Happiness Project
Holy Family Church
IKEA
IL Culaccino

Sarah N. Sanariz
Kelly Sanford
Edgar Santiago
Katarina Savaglio
Schaumburg Boomers
Rebecca Schlesinger
Katrin Schlicht

Northwestern Athletics  
& Recreation
Oakwood Media 
Opus Design Build, LLC.
Palatine Public Library
Party Host Helpers
People Helping  
People Palatine
Platt Hill Nursery, Inc.
Portillo's Restuarants
Pure Barre
Rookie Wellness
Schaumburg Boomers
Scott Britton
Scratch Goods
Shure
Six Flags Great America
SkyDeck Chicago
Superdawg Drive-In
TÖST Beverages

Shawnette S. Stephens
Erin N. Strand
Mike Tangmey
Maria Vander Pluym
Vistex, Inc.
Kelly Wagner

Tatcha
Teatro ZinZanni
The Capital Grille
The Chicago Blackhawks
The Dinner Belle
The Little City Foundation  
PFG Group
Thomas G. Nicholas
Thomas Ogden
Tina & Mark Maraccini
Tiny Tags
Tito's
Total Solutions Real Estate
Trader Joe's Company
Twin Orchard Country Club
Variety the Children's  
Charity of IL
Windy City Bulls
Windy City ToolBank

Ryan E. Williams
Wintrust Financial Corp
Lisa Wright
Denis Yonin
Hyuliya Yonina
Zurich North America
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Platinum
Leaf
($500,000+)

Gold Leaf
($250,000-$499,999)

Silver Leaf
($100,000-$249,999)

Bronze Leaf
($50,000-$99,999)

Vincent & Patricia Foglia/  
Foglia Family Foundation

Charles (Gil) & Betty Fergus
Andrew C. & Karen M. Flis
Christopher & Cindy Galvin
John & Mary Jo George
Mary Carol & David Grabill
Judge Albert* & Celia Green
Randall Green
Jonathan & Monica Green
Pamela & Gregory Greene

Todd DeFranco/DeFranco Plumbing, Inc.
Amy & Ryan DeWitte
Nancy & James Donahoe
Rit & Mehetab Faisal
Paul & Mary Finnegan
Susan Fried
Robert* & Mary Galvin
Bernard Goldberg
Good Family Foundation/ 
Dr. Mary L. Good*
Jean Hartmann*
Richard D. Hodgers
James* & Tamara* Howell
Leo B. Klimaitis/ 
Susan L. Klimaitis Foundation
Stan & Marlene Konik
Mitchell & Sari Kovitz

Alec K. and Viena P. Gianaras 
Foundation Alexander Gianaras
Marguerite D. Hark/  
Marquerite DeLany Hark Foundation

Julie Bell/Julie Bell Living Trust
Abraham* & Judith Bohrer
John M. & Becky J. Duffey

James Andersen*
Steven & Barbara Anderson
Howard* & Linda* Bell
Ronald S. Betts*
George Bisk*
Gilda M. Castiglione
Elaine A. Cohen*
Kent P. & Elizabeth D. Dauten
Tahra & Mark Dodson/ 
The Dodson Foundation

Norman & Susan Abazoris
John L. Aikin
Diane P. Karalekas  
& Dean G. Alexandrou
Alex & Karen Alexandrou
David & Martha Althoff
Bruce Amsterdam* & Ilene Grossman
Ronald Barsanti
Larry & Cathy Bertolozzi
Rick Bertolozzi
Gregory & Kathleen Burns
Frank* & Barbara Castiglione
Saul Chez*
Eileen Christensen
Lillian B. Churchill
Michael & Nancy Daley
Gwendolyn A. Damico

Eleni & Dimitrios Bousis
Vernon* L. & Merle* Carson
B. Timothy & Nancy Desmond 

Dorothy Rose*/  
The Dorothy Rose Living Trust
Ethel & Joel Sharenow

William* & Jean* Hartmann
Edward & Andrea Hockfield
Shawn & Barbara Jeffers
Kaye B. Karch & Jerry Rubin*
Ellen Kolegar
Rosellen & E. William Monter
Michael J. & Donna Polelle
Sidney Port*

Charles Kotval*
Frank R. Kral*
Wendy K. Kritt
Jeffrey & Lorraine Krug
Linda LaPorte
Daniel N. Luber
Bruce & Cynthia Lubin
Carol L. Meyer
Kenneth M. & Theresa M. Mihalka
Marcus & Melissa Montanye
David & Cynthia Mottram
Edward & Jean Murphy
David & Daryl Nelms
Norman* & Lillian* Orenstein
David Pfau
Daniel* & Helen* Pradt
J.B. and M.K. Pritzker Family Foundation

Jeff & Vicki Heise
Alfred B. Henry*
Housh & Dawn Khoshbin/  
Housh's Construction Co.

Henry Smogolski/  
Smogolski Family Charitable Trust
George & Dimitra Zervas

Joseph & Susan Power/  
Power Family Foundation
Andrew & Kim Richmond
Dale & Leanna Rublaitus
Robert L. Sherman & Barbara Bradford
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Stone*
Eleni Tzotzolis/Cermak Produce
Gladys Warchal*
Hal & Cindy Wolken

Michael* & Bonadel Purpura
Mark & Marianne Rakoczy
Mark Ritchie
David Rose
Janet & Alan Rosenfeld
Paul & Joan Rubschlager Foundation
Robert & Julie Samson
Dennis & Carla Schlemmer
John* & Erma* Schnabel/  
John J. Schnabel Trust
Peter & Efie Spyropoulos
Irwin & Wendy Steinberg
Robert Stephen
Nancy Stokes
Carol M. Symons*
James Testa & Terri Rudd
Robert J. & Roberta Washlow

Donald* & Ellen Kuhns
Randall & Elizabeth Sass
Matthew & Tina Schubert
James H. Stone/James H. Stone Trust

Visionary Society
 The Visionary Society recognizes and honors the lifetime individual givers of over $50,000. 
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Legacies & Bequests

Realized 
Legacies  
& Bequests

The Judith 
& Abraham 
Bohrer 
Heritage 
Society 
Members

Edelstein Charitable Trust
Thomas P. & Etta L. Garrity Trust
The Lambrecht Family  
Living Trust

Jonathan & Monica Green
Pamela & Gregory Greene
Ronald & Marci Holzer
James* & Tamara* Howell
Ryan & Carmen Isherwood
Shawn & Barbara Jeffers
William D. Johnson
C. Conrad Johnson*
Leland* & Shirley* Kenney
Ellen Kolegar
Linda LaPorte
Sandra Loebe-Stoken  
& Richard Stoken
Michael & Joyce Lueth
Terence J. McElligott
Carol L. Meyer
Shirley L. Miller*
Deborah Nelson

Elsie M. Baehr Irrevocable Trust
Estate of George E. Bisk
The John M. Bremer Living Trust
Ms. Julie B. Carson

Jan Abramowitz
John L. Aikin
Alex & Karen Alexandrou
Walter $ Alexis Alm
James Andersen*
Alan & Joy Baltz
Julie Bell/Julie Bell  
Living Trust
Howard* & Linda* Bell
Abraham* & Judith Bohrer
Lola J. Brantner
Vernon* L. & Merle* Carson
B. Timothy & Nancy Desmond 
William Drake*
Charles (Gil) & Betty Fergus
Alec K. and Viena P. Gianaras 
Foundation/Alexander Gianaras
Lillian Gorak*

Mr. James A. Leideger  
Trust Account
Steven Frank Piasecki 
Irrevocable Trust

Lucretia Perrone  
Charitable Unitrust
Michael J. & Donna Polelle
Dorothy Rose*/The Dorothy 
Rose Living Trust
Elizabeth & Randall Sass

Joanie R. Siegel Trust
Lola Tauber Testamentary 
Trust Account
Estate of Gladys Warchal

Harold H. Schmalbeck*
Matthew & Tina Schubert
Henry Smogolski/ Smogolski 
Family Charitable Trust
Ulfur & Carol Thors
Rivian H. Wolf

We are deeply grateful to the individuals who include Little City in their wills and estate plans. 
These transformative gifts help secure our future, allowing generations of children and adults 
with disabilities to learn, grow, and thrive – leaving a lasting legacy of hope and transformation.

* indicates donors and supporters who are deceased

You can plan a gift that changes lives for years to 
come. By including Little City in your will or estate 
plan, you provide significant support for programs, 
services, and opportunities that empower children 
and adults with disabilities – ensuring this mission 
continues to change lives well into the future 
because of your generosity.

To learn more about planned giving, contact 
Tina Maraccini at tmaraccini@littlecity.org

Your Legacy Can 
Transform Lives 
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In Loving Memory
This past year, Little City suffered the loss of several beloved residents. 
Their lives had a profound and lasting impact on our community, and 
their spirits live on in all who had the privilege of knowing them.

Luke Tauber 
b. August 8, 1946

Luke, a beloved Little City resident for over 50 
years, was an acclaimed artist and cherished 
friend to countless residents, participants, 
and staff. Inspired by his parents and his own 
experiences, Luke’s creativity and spirit left an 
indelible mark – here are reflections from those 
whose lives he touched. 

“Luke’s passion, humor, determination and belief in himself 
was always inspiring to me. Witnessing his ability to blend 
all his interests and follow his curiosities (no matter how 
divergent they may seem) was especially inspiring to my 
own studio practice.”  

- Jennifer Mannebach, Former Art Facilitator

“While Luke was known to many as an amazing artist, those 
lucky enough to have spent time with him knew him as an 
even more amazing person. Luke was a gentle soul with a 
huge heart who was a dear friend to countless residents 
and staff during his more than 50 years at Little City. He will 
always be a part of who we are.”  

- Rich Bobby, Little City CEO

Ed Green 
b. September 19,1953 

Ed, a Little City resident for over 40 years, was a 
cherished friend and constant helper throughout 
campus. Known for his kindness, generosity, 
and dedication – from supporting maintenance 
to caring for the horticulture program – Ed’s 
quiet spirit touched countless lives. Here are 
reflections from those who knew him best. 

“He was such a sweet and kind person and always wanted 
to do what he could without ever asking for anything in 
return. Ed was really a friend to everyone he met, and we 
will miss him so much.” 

- Erika Edwards, Quality of Life Coordinator

“One of my favorite memories is when he brought me a box 
of baking soda from his ‘ice box’ because earlier that day I 
told him I had a toothache. He said he had rinsed with it after 
every meal and it helped him, so he hoped it would help with 
my toothache. He really had a heart of gold.” 

- Jackie Kenyon, Horticulture Specialist

Valerie Green 
b. June 23, 1954

Valerie, a longtime Little City resident for over 50 
years, was a beloved presence in day programs, 
the Plum Grove Home, and the community. 
Known for her warmth, curiosity, and love of 
puzzles and nature, Valerie created lasting 
friendships and left a meaningful impact on all 
who knew her.

“The women at Plum Grove Home were very close to each 
other and great friends, but Valerie also loved spending 
time at the park on her own working on her puzzles. She 
loved being over there more than anything. She was always 
great to work with and is going to be missed.” 

- Ceci Barber, DSP 

“When Valerie moved into the Plum Grove Home, she ran in 
through the front door and was excited to see everything. It 
only took her moments to choose a chair in the living room 
that would become her favorite chair.” 

- Cathy Kraft, Administrative Coordinator for Adult Services 
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Impact + Advocacy

Life in Motion
90 community-integrated �outings provided

seven active participants

Behavioral Health Clinic
98.5% of clients were �supported  
without requiring higher levels of care 

132 individuals served in 2025

4,755 hours provided in 2025

913
individuals 

served

Reaching 
individuals in 

8
counties

20+
programs 
& services 
provided

89¢
of every dollar 
donated goes 
to programs & 

services

The Reach of Your Generosity Grayslake / Countryside 
24 new participants joined our � 
community day programs

235 total participants served at  
our Countryside �& Grayslake  
community day programs

Art 
167 participants engaged  
in �our art program

650 art class hours provided

Horticulture 
24 participants in the vocational program

162 participants in the general  
horticulture program 

2,150 plants sold at the Annual Plant Sale

Over 8,375 pounds of produce sold at  
the annual Harvest Stand

Recreation 
15 first-time athletes participated  
in sports competitions

one state champion basketball team

75 individual medals achieved

80 athletes competed in  
�Special Olympics competitions 

Over 440 hours of practice and  
competition supported 

122 recreation sessions provided 

School
nine students graduated 

six students moved to a  
less-restrictive classroom 

14 students transitioned back to  
their home districts, thanks to you

61 total students served in 2025

Over 1,221 instructional hours provided

Children’s Residential
54 children living in residential units

13 new children placed in residential units

Adult Residential
123 adult residents living in homes  
supported by you

four new adult resident placements 

19 supportive housing units for adult residents

27 years: average length of time adult  
residents have called Little City home
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Brady Helped Me 
Find My Voice
By Lisa Pollard
Little City has been a 
transformational force in our 
son Brady’s life, and for our 
family. He has learned new skills 
and lives a fulfilling life that we 
never thought possible. Through 
it all, I have learned to make my 
voice heard through advocacy, 
including visiting Springfield to tell 
Brady’s story. Little City has been a 
game-changer for Brady.  
I can’t thank the team or the 
donors enough for the impact they 
have made on him and our family. 

Listen to Lisa’s guest 
spot on the Little City 
Big Voices podcast here:

Foster Care & Adoption
33 new foster care placements

36 guardianship or adoption  
permanency placements 

76 exits – including return to home  
and emancipation 

225 total youth in Little City foster care

Employment Services
32 individuals actively  
employed in community jobs 

13 new community  
employment placements 

58 participants actively worked � 
towards employment in 2025 

Over 5,200 hours of job  
coaching provided 
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20
25

 E
ve

nt
s 2025 Annual Dinner –  

Little City’s Masterpiece Gala 
Last year’s gala was a huge success thanks to so many 
of you. Nearly 400 families, supporters, sponsors, and 
friends in this mission made it a night to remember as we 
honored Jimmy and Eleni Bousis with the Vernon Carson 
Luminary Award, Citi as our Corporate Partner of the 
Year, and raised more vital funds to support people with 
disabilities at Little City. 

62nd Annual Little City  
Invitational Golf Classic 
The 62nd Annual Little City Invitational Golf Classic was 
another great day on the links for over 140 golfers and 
friends who joined us to help support this vital mission. 
This special day was capped off by honoring Jack George 
with the Morrie Kellman Humanitarian Award.

Poker Tournament & Casino Night 
Our Poker Tournament & Casino Night made a return 
in 2025 and was a night of going ALL IN for this mission. 
Over 150 sponsors, donors, and attendees joined us 
for this special event and enjoyed an exciting poker 
tournament, casino games, and opportunities to raise 
more funds for those who call Little City home. 

6th Annual Hero Walk 
On a beautiful day in September, hundreds of donors, 
families, and supporters joined us at Busse Woods for 
our 6th Annual Hero Walk. Thanks to you, this community 
event took the biggest steps towards creating more 
equity and opportunities for our friends with disabilities.
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Little City provides innovative 
programs and services that 
foster development and personal 
fulfillment for the individuals 
we serve. To do so, Little City 
relies on government funding 
and direct contributions from 
individuals, corporations,  
and foundations.

Little City’s quality-of-life 
standards go beyond the  
state-required minimal standard 
of care to encompass programs 
and services that foster a 
life of health, recreation, 
education, skill-building, and 
culture that protect one’s 
rights, beliefs, choices, and 
aspirations.

The charts to the right 
provide a glance at 
Little City’s operating 
expenses and revenues for 
Fiscal Year 2025  
(July 1, 2024 – June 30 2025).

FY25 Financials

How Funds Are Used:
Programs & Services: 89.2%
Management & General: 8.4%
Fundraising: 2.4%

Where Funds Come From:
Government Funding: 90.1%
Private Donations: 4.3%
Corporate Foundations & Grants: 3.5%
Investments & Other Income: 2.1%



Together, We Can Transform 
More Lives in 2026
As we continue through this year and beyond, 
the need for your support has never been 
more important.  

The challenges facing people with disabilities remain 
real and ongoing: 

•	 Government funding for community-based 
programs continues to fall short.

•	 The costs keep rising to provide the high-quality 
care and skills development our participants 
deserve. 

•	 And the waitlist for essential services at Little City 
continues to grow. 

While the road ahead may feel uncertain, it has always 
been your significant support that has been foundational 
and steadfast in moving this mission forward for hundreds 
of children and adults with disabilities every single day.

It’s your generosity that ensures children and adults 
with disabilities have access to the programs, 
therapies, and opportunities that allow them to 
learn, grow, and thrive. 

With your commitment today, we can continue to meet 
these challenges head-on, expanding services, enhancing 
care, and creating transformative experiences for every 
participant and resident who calls Little City home.

Here’s how you can make a significant & lasting 
impact right now:  

1.	 Send your best gift today using the enclosed 
reply envelope that will go to work tomorrow in 
changing the lives of people with disabilities. 

2.	 Join the Circle of Love by starting a monthly 
donation today that will impact lives all year long. 

3.	 Make a planned gift to not only leave a legacy 
but to ensure Little City’s mission endures for 
generations to come.

Your commitment today empowers  
lives tomorrow. Together, we can transform 
challenges into opportunities, and ensure  
that hope, care, and possibility continue to  
flourish at Little City. 

Will you help  
make 2026 a year 
of lasting impact? 
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MAIN CAMPUS | (847) 358-5510
1760 W. Algonquin Road • Palatine, IL 60067

EXECUTIVE OFFICE | (847) 358-5510
1610 W. Colonial Parkway • Inverness, IL 60067

CHICAGO FOSTER CARE OFFICE | (773) 265-1539
700 North Sacramento, Suite 201 • Chicago, IL 60612

COUNTRYSIDE CENTER | (847) 438-8799
2360 Palmer Drive • Schaumburg, IL 60173

MATTESON FOSTER CARE OFFICE | (331) 276-5080
600 Town Center Road, Suite 350 • Matteson, IL 60443

GRAYSLAKE CENTER | (847) 336-1700
144 Commerce Drive • Grayslake, IL 60030

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CENTER | (773) 265-1539
700 N. Sacramento, Suite 311 • Chicago IL 60612

www.littlecity.org


